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PREF CW 


A S the contents of the following nar- 
rative may appear romantic, or at leaſt 
improbable, it becomes neceſſary to com- 
bat ſuch objection, and to remove every 
ſuſpicion of this ſort, by appriſing the 
reader, that all the circumſtances related 
are ſtrictly true, grounded on facts and 
the evidence of living witneſſes. The 
compiler might eaſily have protracted the 
work to a much greater bulk, from the 
variety of authentic materials in his poſ- 
ſeſſion, and which could not be exhibited 
to the public thro' any other channel: 
but he has ſcrupulouſly ſuppreſſed many 
particulars where there appeared the leaſt 
doubt of their authenticity. He had no 
other motive in view, but to paint"aban- 
doned characters in their true colours, as 
objecls of deteſtation to their cotemporary 
age, and as examples of abhorrence to the 
A 2 riſing 


1 
Tiſing generation. Thus actuated and em 
ployed, he has endeavoured to render 


Lil honeſt ſervice to his country, to promote 
bl the intereſts of morality, to guard man- 3 


14 

Ekind from future deception, and againſt 

| thoſe crimes by which many have been | 
| : 
ruined, Examples have a powerful in- | 


fluence, eſpecially on young minds ; and a 
when inferences are properly drawn and 
* precepts eſtabliſned, the whole becomes 5 
uniform and compleat. How far the fol- 
lowing plan will anſwer theſe purpoſes, is 
ſubmitted to the judgment of every can- 
did reader. | b 
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The female debauchee who has ſeduced * 
numbers of innocent girls, and has led 
aſtray as many married women, may im- 
pudently arrogate or aſſume to herſelf, 
the epithets of amiable and delicate — 1 


we . 8 + FE FA x S '*-, * 8 
.. . ˙² FQ ̃²˙ 8 Re ET 
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whereas in reality ſhe is a monſter in ini- > 
; | | + ol 
quity, and the greateſt peſt to human ſo- Mt? | 
: | lic 
ciety.---Can human language afford term | 
| IC 


too ſevere, or any ſpecies of ſatire too 
poignant againſt a wretch, who has always 
ſubſiſted on the plunder of individuals, 

and 


(v1 
and the dilapidations of the public — who 
has ſupported herſelf in ſcenes of gran- 
deur and difſipation to the detriment of 
honeſt tradeſmen, and the ruin of many 
of her fellow. creatures? When an artful 
ſyren has been a principal through a long 
courſe of the moſt iniquitous practices, 
why ſhould not ſuch crimes be tranſmitted: 
to ſucceeding ages, that innocent poſterity 
may be upon their guard ? — When a de- 
ceitful proſtitute, with the name and 
figure of a woman, has by a quibble of 


law, or a concurrence of favourable events, 


eſcaped the puniſhment of criminal juſ- 
tice for the preſent - ought not her 


eriminalities to be recorded that the young 
of both ſexes may execrate the vicious 


example ? 


Such are the conſiderations which have 
obtruded the following pages on the pub- 


lic. And conſidering the numerous pub- 


lications which have already appeared on 
the ſame ſubject, but all of them replete 
with falſhood and inconſiſtencies, it be- 
came neceſſary as well as a ſecondary mo- 

9 | tive, 


[vi | 
tive, to publiſh a genuine detail. — The 
preſent plan commences with an early ac- 
count of a certain female, proceeds in an 
hiſtorical chain to record ſuch anecdotes 
and other circumſtances as are well at- 
teſted — and concludes with ſuggeſting 
what may probably be the final cataſtrophe 
of a wicked and profligate woman, 


LETTER 


Pp 


LE Fo — 


Map AM, 


8 A S I had the honour of an early ac- 


quaintance with the gentleman who. had 


the misfortune to make you a wife; 


and as the contents of the following pa- 


pers are cloſely connected with your own 
hiſtory, it requires the leſs apology for 
the freedom of this addreſs. You have 
been intimately acquainted with Mrs. 


Rudd for ſeveral years, and a confederate 


in various ſcenes of proſtitution, forgery, 
and intrigue. To extenuate the | guilt of 
your own conduct, you have made many 
people to believe that this intimacy has 
been the ſole cauſe of your ruin. But 
| A 4 thoſe 


1 2 J 
thoſe who know you better, allow this 
> Plea to be very conſiſtent with your uſual 
tricks of falſhood and deceit, and that 
vou are at leaſt her counterpart. j 


Did that notorious bawd Mrs. C=t—n 4 

of Jermyn Street introduce Mrs. Rudd 'Y 

to your acquaintance, or you to Mrs. 

Rudd? — The overtures were Certainly F 
made on your part: — for you paid her _ 
the firſt viſit in Scotland-yard, and ſoon 3 

after had the effrontery to introduce her 

to your own family as an immaculate cha-. 

racter. 1 


It is a diſgrace to the annals of any 
country, as well as an indelible ſcandal to 
human nature, that ſuch infamous proſti : 

tutes ſhould meet with friendſhip or pros; | 
tection. And it is a duty and a debt 1 
owing to the community from every ho; 
neſt individual, to paint ſuch virtuos x 
wives in their true colours, and as a leſſon Ss x; 
of abhorrence to the riſing generation. 1 


3 | The 


„ 

The aſſumed names of Montague, Read, 

and Lady Catherine Murray, will inſtantly 
remind you of your own infamy, as well 
as of repeated acts of adultery with dif- 
4 ferent men: and of the horrid conſpiracy 
between yourſelf and C=l—ns to ruin an 
innocent and a much injured man. But 
the proceedings in two very reſpectable 
7 courts of judicature in this kingdom have 


exculpated his character; — while your's 
is infamous upon record. 


2 The depoſitions in Doctors Commons * 
prove you to have been callous to all the 
'* feelings of decency, and loſt to every 
ſenſe of ſhame.. The teſtimony of honeſt 
1 witneſſes will demonſtrate that a married 
woman, who had a comfortable houſe of 
her own, and might have lived in a ſphere 
of reputation, could wantonly forget the 

dignity of human nature, and bid defiance 
to the moſt ſacred obligations. And 
from an uncommon depravity of diſpoſi- 

tion would hire lodgings in different 2 

as of 


* See the depoſitions in a cauſe of divorce, ; Jet 
kins againſt Jenkins, 


1 ] 


of the town, and frequent them clandeſ- 
tinely for the purpoſes of proſtitution, riot 
and debauchery. To ſanctify her chaſti- 
ty, an unfeeling mother would ſometimes 
carry an innocent child to be witneſs of 


the moſt ſhocking ſcenes of lewdneſs and 


intoxication. Let that wicked nurſe Anne 
Suatt deny theſe facts if ſhe can. 


It was by the greateſt accident, or ra- 
ther by the kind interpoſition of Provi- 


dence, that your huſband became ac- 


quainted with theſe iniquitous ſcenes and 
vicious practices. And it was with a be- 
coming ſpirit that he got rid of ſo infer- 
nat a connection. But it was your con- 
ſtant cant to miſrepreſent his conduct to 
all his acquaintance, who are now per- 
fectly convinced of your wicked arts and 
duplicity, and behold the Fend with piti- 
able contempt: 


Indeed, falſhood and intrigue have been 
your diſtinguiſhing characteriſtics from 
your infancy ; and of this your friends 


at Windſor can bear ample teſtimony. 
| For 


5 A 
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For tlie credit of ſociety and the honour 
of the ſex, it is devoutly to be wiſhed 
that ſuch a character exiſted in ſpeculation 
only. 


To exhibit your criminalities at large 
would prove an endleſs taſk, and ſwell this 
work into volumes. We ſhall therefore 
confine ourſelves to iuch- particulars as 
are more immediately connected with the 
preſent plan. For your conduct, if 
thoroughly canvaſſed, would appear more 
unpardonable to the eye of candour than 
that of your colleague. Contemplate for 
a moment the ſituation you departed 
from, and compare it with your preſent. 


When you became acquainted with 
Mrs. Rudd, you lived in a very reputa- 
ble ſphere of life; was connected with a 


- gentleman of induſtry and abilities to 


ſupport your extravagance the mother 
of a lovely child, and viſited by ſeveral 
famifles of faſhion and credit. Yet ſuch * 
the frailty of female vanity ! — Such the 


malignity of your unhappy diſpoſition, 


[6] 
as wantonly to deviate from the line of 
duty! Who then will be ſurprized to hear 
that you are now diſcarded by your for- 

mer acquaintance, and at the mercy of 
an unprincipled wretch, and a bankrupt? _ 7 
This deſcription, however humiliating, 
diſclaims the imputation of falſhood, mar 
levolence or exaggeration ; --- it is the ſim- 
ple narrative of truth. Few anecdotes 
will illuſtrate the propriety of your pri- 
vate conduct, antecedent to the intimacy 
with Mrs. Rudd. 


It happened at a certain time that the 
. cellars in your own houſe were plundered 
of liquors to a conſiderable value. Upon 
this diſcovery your huſband thought it in- 
cumbent gn him to purſue the neceſſary 
ſteps, and to detect, if poſſible, the offen- 4 
ders; and for this purpoſe carried his 
ſervants before a magiſtrate. Your me- 
mory has proved treacherous on ſome oo 
caſions, yet it is impoſſible to forget your Z 
own confuſion at this critical juncture. 1 


After 


E77 


of After a long and tireſome examination, 
ar 3 your own confidential ſervant, to avoid 
r- the confinement of a priſon, gave ſome 
f account of the ſtolen goods, and acknow- 
t? ledged that her miſtreſs was the — thief. 


g. 3 She further diſcloſed how bountiful you 


a- behaved to different perſons in the ab- 
n- ſence of her maſter; and at times would 
es clandeſtinely convey large cargoes of li- 
ri- quor and other articles, to places of pri- 
cy vate aſſignation in the neighbourhood. 
She confeſſed withal, that you carried on 
| a a ſecret and infamous correſpondence with 
he ſeveral men, and made her the innocent 
ed inſtrument of intrigue, and of receiving 
on letters daily by the poſt directed to her- 
n- felt, but in reality for her miri. Need 
ry $ we to remind you how the magiſtrates 
n- 2 and all preſent were ſhocked at this extra- 
lis x ordinary account ? 
e- 
c- After the detection of theſe facts, every 


ur ſubſequent part of your conduct ſhould 
be viewed with an equal eye of jealouſy. 

Your huſband was exceedingly hurt by 
ſuch convincing proofs of your wicked- 
. neſs 


C1 
neſs and villainy ; acquainted your friends 
with the particulars of your honeſty and 
fidelity towards him; and was inclined 
to conſign you to the puniſhment of cri- 
minal juſtice. The conſideration of hav- 
ing an innocent babe, joined to your own 
tears of penitence and vows of future 
\ diſcretion, prevailed on him to overlook 
your faults for the preſent. You was al- 
lowed the privilege of future good beha- 
viour, and to ruminate on your paſt miſ- 
conduct. But nothing can alter the com- 
plexion of human nature. You was born 
to be the baſeſt of your ſex, if falſhood 
and hypocriſy, duplicity and intrigue, con- 
ſtitute an obnoxious character. Your tears 
of penitence and promiſes of amendment 
laſted but a day. 
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In ſhort, a woman of conſummate art 


with adulation, can never prove the ami- 
able or endearing companion. And a 
woman deſtitute of the principles of ho- 


nour and virtue, is a moſt dangerous 
- member 


and cunning, fond of intrigue, and in love 


1 


member of the community. Such | is the 
character now in view. 


And notwithſtanding the various 
ſchemes recently adopted to miſlead the 
public, and to waſh the black-a-moor white : 
yet the compiler of the following papers, 
in language unadorned with tropes of rhe- 
torick, or the ſubtlety of logical argumen- 
tation, refers only to facts and the evidence 
of living witneſſes, 


LETTER 
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Ma AM, 


'T wo S far by way of preface. We 
ſhall now advert and inveſtigate another 
character as extraordinary, but perhaps 
not more abandoned than your own. The 
character we mean chiefly to develope, is 
that of Mrs. Margaret Rudd. A cha- 
racter, which has of late cauſed much 
ſpeculation, and various reports about her 
birth and parentage. 
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Notwithſtanding that much boaſted pe- 
digree, ſmuggled with ſome clandeſtine 
view, yet it is a fact, that ſhe is deſcend- 
ed from very mean and ignoble parents. 
Her father, whoſe name was Voungſon, 
hved as an Apothecary at Lurgan, an ob- 
ſcure village in the North of Ireland; a 
perſon of little buſineſs or eminence in his 
profeſſion, 
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If he had any property, it muſt have 
been inconſiderable, and upon his deceaſe 
fell into the hands of the mortgagee. 
Her mother was ſiſter to Mr: John Stewart, 
who farms his own lands of four ſcore 
pounds a year, and has a contract to ſup- 
ply the linen manufactory in that part of 
the kingdom, with pot-aſh. The one died 
when Miſs Youngſon was an infant; and 
the other before ſhe attained the age of 
eight years old. 


Thus circumſtanced, the charge of her 
education devolved upon her uncle Stew- 
art; who from motives of charity ſent 
her to ſchool at Down-patrick. But our 
heroine did not continue there any conſi- 
derable time; — ſuch being her genius at 
that early period for vicious practices and 
intrigue, that the parents, one and all 
threatened to take away their children, if 
one immodeſt girl was not immediately 
diſcarded. It would be too indelicate to 
relate the particulars of a criminal inter- 
courſe that happened between her and one 

of 
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* 
of the ſervants belonging to this ſchool. 
The fact, with all its aggravating circum- 
ſtances, is well known in the town of 
Downpatrick. 


Too many of our boarding ſchools for 
young ladies, even in the environs of this 
metropolis, are at beſt but nurſeries for 
vice, and the contagion of bad examples; 
- and where one ſcabby ſheep may infect 
the whole flock. The domeſtic plan un- 
der the inſpection of an exemplary parent, 
is generally the molt ſafe, if not the moſt 


accompliſhed. 


From hence our young heroine was re- 
moved to Lurgan, to the care of her 
grandmother Youngſon ; an old woman 
not much above the degree of a pauper. 
Her uncle Stewart having children of his 
own ; and finding after due enquiries, that 
her behaviour at the ſchool of Down- 
patrick had proved ſo vicious and immo- 
ral, would by no means admit her into his 
own houſe. | 


W hile 


8 3 
1 


. 

While under the inſpection of tlus poor 
creature, that turn for gallantry and in- 
trigue, which has ſince created ſo much 
noiſe and miſchief in this metropolis, was 
truly conſpicuous. . For her feeble guar- 
dian was perpetually harraſſed with com- 
plaints of an uncommon nature ; and 
conſequently obliged to have frequent re- 
courſe to diſcipline and cloſe confinement. 
However, nothing could tame the wanton 
diſpoſition, or cool the irregular ſallies of 
ſuch a libidinous girl. Hence ſhe elopes 
with a recruiting ſergeant. But the 
compaſſionate feelings of the commanding 
officer interpoſed, and induced him to 
ſend her back to her diſconſolate friends. 


Some time after, Lieutenant Rudd hap- 
pened to come into that part of the King- 
dom, on the recruiting ſervice: and in 
conſequence of ten days acquaintance with 


Miſs Youngſon, it was his misfortune to 


make her — a wife. 


A recital of the ſubſequent train of 
miſeries which befel this unhappy man 
f ” from 


#4 } 


from his conjugal connection, would ex- 
cite pity and compaſſion in the moſt ob- 
durate breaft : and ſhould make all future 
adventurers, extremely cautious how they 
embark into the fairy land of matrimony, 
be the external accompliſhments of the 
object as they may —— But of this in its 
proper place. 90 


LETTER 
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LETT HRS 


MAD AM, 


H E RE our attention is diverted to 
another object, and a digreſſion which we 
preſume will not be deemed inapplicable. 
It is ſomewhat myſterious, conſidering the 
true account of Mrs. Rudd's birth and 
parentage in the foregoing letter, by what 
means or for what purpoſe that ſpurious 
pedigree, blazoned with the names of ſo 
many illuſtrious anceſtors, was obtained 
from Scotland. Without pretending to 
the gift of prophecy, or the ſpirit of 
divination, we may venture to infer from 
this inſtance, that pedigrees, as well as 
diplomas, may be ſmuggled from that part 
of the kingdom on eaſy terms. 


It would be nugatory to diſcuſs this. 


matter minutely. — But a perſon of aſſum- 
ed conſequence, has thought proper to 


abuſe 


FEW] 
abuſe a worthy * Baronet, who had been 


defrauded of a conſiderable property by 
the artifices of three notorious /windlers ; 


and for modeſtly preſuming to queſtion ' 


the pretended pedigree of the principal. 
The publication of the ſcurrilous writer 
alluded to, is deſerving ſome notice and 
a few curſory animadverſions. 


The indignant keeper of the Lyon Re- 
cords, in a letter inſerted in the Morning 
Chronicle of October laſt, treats his ſu- 
periors with great freedom, and aſſumes 
to himſelf airs of infallibility. However 
well verſed Mr. Cummyng may be in the 
niceties of his native dialect, yet when 
he attempts to write in the Engliſh tongue, 
his ſtyle is neither grammatical nor polite. 
He undertakes, like his predeceſſor of La 
Mancha, to aſſert the rights of injured 
innocence: and to exculpate a calum- 
niated individual, while he aſſumes a total 
ignorance of her true character. We 
wiſh him to be better informed. 


„ The 


* Sir Thomas F ——— 
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The abſurdity, ſays this man of con- 
ce ſequence, of aſking a gentleman whe- 
cc ther a deed is forged or not, when the 
« ſame is diſtant four hundred miles from 
him, needs no comment. If there was 
& not a moral certainty that the original 
« of the letter was holograph of Sir Tho- 
« mas, the illiterate manner in which it is 
<« wrote, and the barbarous inhumanity of 
ce the intention were ſufficient to fink it 
below contempt. The character of the 
&« Lyon Office is ſufficiently eſtabliſhed to 
ce jts honour throughout all Europe.” 


Whatever may be the eſtabliſned re- 


putation of the Lyon Office, there is a 
moral poſhbility of its being ſometimes 
liable to application from impoſtors. Was 


it impoſſible for. the gentleman of that 
Hice to be impoſed upon or deceived in 
any circumſtance relative to Mrs. Rudd? 


Were zhey ſo well acquainted with the 
2 particulars of her caſe and ſtory, as to be 
oy fatisfied of the identity of the character 


| the aſſumed —Tp anſwer theſe inter- 
rogatories 
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rogatories in the affirmative, would ſavour 


of popery and the doctrine of infallibility. 


Let it be granted, that the gentlemen 
belonging to the Lyon Office, are all men 
of honour, and zealous to aſſert its credit 
as far as their province or ſphere of action 


can extend. Without depreciating their 
merit or abilities, Mrs. Rudd has impoſed 
on wiſer men; and it is much to be feared 
ſhe may again, before Providence ſhall 


think proper to confign her to that igno- 
minious exit which ſhe has long deſerved ; 


but by a late fortunate deciſion in her fa- 


vour, has for the preſent eſcaped the | pu- 
niſnment of criminal juſtice. 


The impudence of ſome individuals is 


equal to their ignotance; ; and the abfur- . 


dity of writing civilly to a perſon of little. 


Cummyng's conſequence, is but too ob- 


vious from the quotations out of his Bar- 
barous letter. We ſhall only obſerve, 
that whatever acceſs he might have to 
perſons of faſhion and fortune in Scot- 
land ;' or opportunities of aſcertaining the 
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pedigree of Mrs. Rudd; yet that pedi- 
gree from a long line of noble and royal 
anceſtors, which ſhe has obtruded upon 
the public, is abſolutely falſe and ſpuri- 
ous. And for the truth of this, we refer 
the curious to many perſons now living in 
the north of Ireland, who remember 
her father a poor Apothecary at Lurgan, 
and her mother the daughter of an ob- 
ſcure farmer. 
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N E now reſume the thread of our F of 
narrative, where more important ſcenes 
occur, and our heroine launches into pub- I 
lic life. For in the month of February 1 
1762, the Reverend William Shaw, miniſ- [; 

ter of Lurgan, by virtue of a licence, and ple 
with the conſent of Mr. John Stewart, ria! 
Yeoman, married Valentine Rudd, Lieu- wit 
tenant, and Margaret Voungſon, ſpinſter, mir 
ſeventeen years old, both of the pariſh of to 

Shankill, in the dioceſe of Dromore. This 3 
Clergyman, in his letter of Auguſt laft, 3 and 
and now with the editor, ſays expreſsly, Phi 
that the name of Caroline was not menti- able 
oned at that time, nor inſerted in his in- cone 
ſtructions. And for what purpoſes it has and 
been ſince adopted, is ſubmitted to the dies 
conjectures and conſideration of the public. com 


Soon after the aforeſaid ceremony was M 
performed, an unfortunate huſband had mort 
| various 


E 

Z various reaſons to repent of his bargain, as 
well as ample proofs that his wife was 
deeply verſed in the ſchool of intrigue. 
Before ſhe attained the age of ſeventeen 
Fears, our heroine had given ſtriking marks 
bol her future foibles and profligacy. 


It need not here be inſiſted, that a young 
ki woman of a volatile diſpoſition and a tole- 
rable perſon, did not fail of meeting with 
9 plenty of admirers who met with no mate- 
rial diſcouragement. This was the caſe 
With our heroine, who condeſcended to 
Z mingle with all claſſes of people previous 
to her marriage, and every day brought 
= ſome freſh adorer to buoy up her vanity, 
and to extol the charms of her perſon. 
This circumſtance proved very unfavour- 
able to the character of a wife; and her 
conduct in that capacity was ſo barefaced 
| q and indecent, that none of the officers la- 
dies would aſſociate, or be ſeen in the | 
company of Mrs. Rudd. 


What a ſcene of diſappointment and 
ZE mortification to a bridegroom, who had 
þ B 2 fondly 


L 22 ] 
fondly amuſed his own fancy with the ac- 
quiſition of an ineſtimable treaſure of vir- 


tue and conjugal fidelity! --- And how 


poignant the conſideration of having re- 
ceived no addition of fortune from this 
freſh engagement, when he perceived the 


prodigalities of the partner of his hopes 


and expectations! --- The very proſpect, 
even in ſpeculation, is terrifying and drea- 
ry to every individual capable of reflection. 


| From this period, an.infatuated huſband 
becomes the heir of miſery and affliction. 
The regiment to which Lieutenant Rudd 


belonged, was now reduced, and himſelf | 
to half-pay, on the Iriſh eſtabliſhment, _ 


with an accumulated load of debts con- 
tracted by the moſt extravagant of women. 
Thus ſituated and perplexed, it was expe- 
dient to change the ſcene as ſoon as poſſi- 
ble, and to aſcertain the beſt mode of re- 


dreſs. 


As he had ſome property in Hertford- 
ſhire, his return to England was deemed 
the moſt prudent ſtep. Their uncle 

Stewart, 
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Stewart, having a ſlender acquaintance 
with Mr. James Adair, of Soho ſquare, 
from the contiguity of their lands in the 
north of Ireland, preſumed: to give them 


a letter of recommendation to that gentle- 
man; and from whence aroſe all the pre- 


tended intereſt and connections with the 
family of that name: Hence the great in- 
timacy with perſons who knew Mrs. 
Rudd's family, and viſited: her frequently. 
Hence an ingenuity in forming a valuable 
acquaintance for various ſchemes; and the 
purpoſes of deception. Hence the gene- 
rous donations and ſignal marks of friend- 
ſhip impoſed on a credulous dupe or a 
knave. --- And'henee a capital train of for- 
geries, which convicted the Perreaus, and 
brought them to the final goal of unpitied 
ignominy. But pardon this digreſſion. 


Lieutenant Rudd and his wife embark- 
ed for England in a Weſt-country trader ; 
and it ſeems at that time to be his plawto 
ſettle in the neighbourhood of Exeter; 
from a preſumption that the neceſſaries of 
life were more reaſonable in that part of 

| B 3 the 
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1 24 } 
the kingdom, than nearer the metropolis. 
Here with his half pay and the income of 
his eſtate he hoped to live comfortably 
and it is probable he might have done fo, 
had he been bleſſed with a partner of any 
prudence and frugality. 


However, being a native of St. Albans, 
and having ſome property in that neigh- 


bourhood, he preferred that ſpot for the 


place of reſidence and retirement. Indeed, 
his father was a reputable tradeſman of 
that town, and who beſtowed on his ſon 
a very liberal education; and when he was 
of proper age, ſent him to the Univerſity, 
in order to qualify him for the pulpit. 


But the young gentleman not approv- 
ing this ſedentary life, his inclination led 
him to make choice of another profeſſion ; 
and which proved the means of bringing 
about the moſt unhappy connexion that 
could poſſibly fall to the ſhare of man. 


He continued in the country till the ſum- 


mer 1766, when he removed to London, 
for reaſons that ſhall appear in our next. 
Notwith- 


t 45 3 

Notwithſtanding the ſtricteſt frugality and 
ceconomy on his part, yet he had been 
obliged to make ſome encroachment on 
his eſtate while he lived in the moſt pri- 
vate manner and in the retirement of the 
country. | 
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Madam, 
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Tun retirement of the country was 
by no means a proper ſphere for a woman 
of Mrs. Rudd's ſpirit and profligacy. The 
metropolis had various enchantments as 
well as opportunities for pleaſure and in- 
trigue. It was her huſband's misfortune 
to make London the place of reſidence, 
and to yield to the importunities of an in- 
ſolent wife; — the traces of whoſe charac- 
ter, are like the windings of a labyrinth, 
dark and impenetrable. To ſelect ſuch 
particulars of her conduct, as can be well 
atteſted, and deſerve the notice of the pub- 
lic, is the writer's intention ; and to guard 
the bulk of mankind from future decep- 
tion, his warmeſt wiſh. 
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It was in Princeſs Street, Cavendiſh 
Square, and at the houſe of Mr. Marſeilles, 
a Taylor, that Lieutenant Rudd took 
lodgings 
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lodgings for his wife and ſelf when they 
removed to town. It ſo happened, that 
one Cornet Read lodged: likewiſe in the 


ſame houſe, a young man of genteel ap- 
pearance and addreſs; and a proper object 
for a woman of Mrs. Rudd's paſſions, and 


for the purpoſes of intrigue, 


Dwelling in the ſame houſe, and not 


: deficient in that aſſurance which ſtamps | 


the characteriſtic of a native of Hibernia, 
he ſoon contracted an acquaintance with 
our heroine ;. whoſe arts and converſation” 
were too powerful not to attract the heart 
of a ſprightly young fellow. He refolved 


immediately to lay cloſe ſiege to a garri- 


J 
] 
8 
* 7 
© GS 
(6 
J ; et 
1 2 
Xx. 
] - * 
+ 
d 7 
. 1 
4 
3 
ö 29 
FA 
5 
"HP 
% 
— 
— 
1 3 
2 
2 


ſon which his former experience in amo- 
F rous intrigues, convinced him was not like- 
| f ly to hold out againſt a vigorous attack, 
but would ſoon ſurrender to the terms he 
mould offer: and it was no long time be- 

3 fore he carried his point, and inſinuated 
* himſelf into her good graces. 


- 


In the month of November, 1 767 early 


in the morning before the family were up, 


e 
. 


B 5 our 


11 


our heroine embraced an opportunity 


which ſhe had been long wiſhing for, to 
make a precipitate retreat with this young 
officer. But according to the modern 
mode of elopement, their excurſion was 
not into Scotland. 


The Mary-le-bone Coffee Houſe, a 
ſmall diſtance from their apartments, was 
the firſt ſtage for the completion of their 
ſchemes. Here they continued three days 
and nights, as a gentleman who had ſtole 
a great fortune and married her clandeſ- 
tinely. During this interval, they revelled 
in high life and in ſcenes of luxury, till 
ſome friend of the Cornet came privately 
to apprize him, that his landlord Marſeilles 
and the Bailiffs were in cloſe purſuit. 
Direful intelligence this! 


ann a plan was well concerted 
the friend pretends to act the part 
af a relation to the young lady ; and un- 
dertakes to effect a reconciliation, if ſhe 
would return inſtantly to her friends. Wo- 
men are remarkable for invention and fer- 


tile 


55 


4 
1 py 
1 ee of appointment, and with all the ar- 
dor of impatient love. And what great- 


191 


tile at expedients; and our heroine has the 
credit of ſuggeſting this hint and forming 
the plan. Indeed the ſcheme appeared ſo 
plauſible to the people of the houſe, inſo- 
much, that they believed the ſtory, and 
aſſiſted to expedite the retreat of this friend 
and the lady in a hackney coach. 


Soon after, the Cornet decamps, but 
without taking leave or making the leaſt 
compenſation to the people of the houſe 
for their kind and hoſpitable reception; 


6 N for being young and active, he with the 
7 1 Silit) of a deer top'd the garden wall. 


Having pre- concerted where to meet his 
fair enchantreſs, he immediately fled to the 


Cy added to the tranſports of joy, was the 
C confideration of having eſcaped for the 


© preſent the clutehes of thoſe ſons of vio- 
lence, the harpies of the law. 


Splendid was their n manner of living for 
© ſome time at Richmond and Greenwich, 


and 
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and elſewhere, on the dilapidations of the 
public, and the plunder of individuals. At 
length the moſt private and retired ſituati- 


on became abſolutely neceſſary; and af- 


ter various enquiries as well as due delibe- 
ration, Mr. Croſby's Tripe Shop, at Rat- 
cliff-croſs, was agreed upon as the moſt 
convenient ſpot. Here they lived upwards 
of four months in a wicked and adulterous 


manner; and our heroine ſeemed in a fair 


way for a while to honour her paramour 
with a living pledge of their commerce and 


amours, but in the event it proved abor- 
tive. 


No finances will ſuffice for the prodiga- 
lities of an abandoned woman; and Cor- 
net Read was now ſenſible of this, notwith- 
ſtanding the many unwarrantable ſteps 


which he purſued, even by riding out late 


in the evenings, in order to preſerve the 
connexion, and was at laſt obliged to fly 
his country, to avoid the horrors and con- 
finement of a priſon. 


Many 


5 


Many people loſt conſiderable ſums by 
the imprudent conduct of this young offi- 
cer, particularly Mr, Marſeilles the Tay- 
lor. And we ſhall ſee by and by, whoſe 
lot it was to be arreſted, and to defray the 
eexpences of the long and adulterous cor- 
reſpondence at the Tripe Shop in Ratcliff. 
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Mapam, 


Ir is now time to return to Lieutenant 
Rudd, who, after the moſt aſſiduous en- 
quiries could not find or trace his wife; 
but concluded that ſhe was gone to Ire- 
land with Cornet Read. Being very un- 
happy in his own mind, and in want of 


money, he applies to one Lary in Park 


Street, and ſells to him what few things 
and articles of apparel his wife had left. 


However, he at length received an 
explicit account of his wife as well as of 
the infamous tranſactions during the pe- 
riod of her elopement; for to his ſorrow 
many perſons were now in ſearch of him 
for the payment of conſiderable debts con- 


tracted by his wife, and ſeveral actions com- 


menced againſt an unfortunate huſband: 


Having learnt where his wife cohabited 
with her _ the injured huſband re- 
| paired 
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paired directly to the ſpot; but he was not 
permitted to ſee her. He afterwards re- 
peated his viſits to the ſame place, but it 
was all in vain; and he almoſt deſpaired, 
though he was determined to exert his ut- 
moſt endeavours to reclaim a woman for 


| whom he had ſo great a regard. 


On the twenty- ſixth of February, 1567, 


Mr. Rudd, in return for his great anxiety 


and endeavours to reclaim an abandoned 


woman, was arreſted at the requeſt and 
by the direction of his wife, and ſent to 
the Poultry. On the 14th of the enſuing 


month, for want of bail, he was remov- 
ed on a writ of habeas corpus to the King's 
Bench priſon ; where he remained till the 
7th of May, when he was diſcharged by 


a rule of court on ſpecial bail. 


This caſe is ſingularly cruel and op- 
preſſive; and ſeems to argue a degree of 
latitude in the laws of this country, which 
give a wife an unlimited, if not an impro- 


per power. Our eminent ſages of the 


2 and perſons of benevolence, would 
render 


EI 3 
render honeſt ſervice to their country by 
taking this matter into immediate conſide- 1; 
ration, and conſequently prove the means 
of ſaving individuals from deſtruction. 4 


Lieutenant Rudd thought it extremely 
hard and cruel to be impriſoned for debts 
contracted by his wife, while ſhe and her 
gallant lived together in a wicked and adul- 
terous manner: but although he had ex- 
perienced his wife's ungenerous treatment, 
and in all probability might have caſt the 
plaintiff if it had come to a trial, as Read 
was the proper perſon who ought to have 
paid the debt, yet ſo tender was Lieute- 
nant Rudd of his wife's reputation, that 
rather than expoſe her in a court of judi- 
cature, he compounded the matter, and. 


thus quietly put an end to it. 


Soon after his enlargement and the in- 
conveniencies of a priſon, Mr, Rudd found 
it neceſſary to take ſhelter at Mrs. Ken- 
nedy's, in the verge of the court -- a mul- 
tiplicity of freſh actions being out againſt 
him on account of his wife, What fitua- 
tion 


1 35 ] - 
tion can be conceived ſo deplorable as that 
of this perſecuted and diſtreſſed huſband ? 


: 9 — And what was to be done to extricate 
1 himſelf from ſuch a load of heavy calami- 
ties? — He had now no alternative, but 

: y to ſell his patrimony in Hertfordſhire, diſ- 

. 9 charge the debts, and ſue for a divorce from 

dhe worſt and moſt abandoned of women. 


** Accordingly application was made to 

Mr. Blake, Attorney in Eſſex Strget, and 
alſo to a proctor in the commons, in order 
to accompliſh theſe ſalutary purpoſes. But 
1 it muſt here be obſerved, that previous to 


. * theſe ſteps, and in perfect conſiſtence with 
4 the conſummate villainy of the baſeſt of 
| her ſex, Lieutenant Rudd, while in priſon, 


ix been ſerved with a citation from the 
Commons for cruelty and adultery. B-g-ve 

i} of infamous memory, returned a citation 

4 in behalf of Margaret, and not Caroline, 
Rudd. Torriano appeared for Valentine 
| Rudd, cited to libel ; — continued to next 
term: — but no libel was given by Mar- 
| garet Rudd or her proctor. 


| 4 
2 


Tho 


E at 
Tho' Lieutenant Rudd ardently wiſh- 
ed for a divorce and a final releaſe from 
his infernal connexion; yet as Captain 
Read could not be ſerved with the regular - 
proceſs to maintain an action for criminal 
converſation, or for want of evidence to 
aſcertain facts, it did not take place. 
Perhaps it might not correſpond at this 
period with Lieutenant Rudd's circum- 1 
ſtances to proceed with ſucceſs in ſo ex- 
penſive an undertaking, . 
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The neceſſary proceſs to obtain a di- 
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8 vorce in this country is almoſt endleſs, 
Wo as well as attended with a prodigious ex- 
wu | pence; and as matters ſtand at preſent, 
1 the due conſideration of this ſubject ſeems 


loudly to demand the attention of the Le-, 
giſlature. In other countries, the mode of 
proceeding is ſuch caſes is much eaſier 
and more expeditious; and if marriage is 
an human inſtitution, why ſhould not u- 
man laws provide an eaſy remedy to diſ- 
ſolve it, whenever the obligation of the 
covenant becomes forfeited by either party? 
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However, the attorney was more ſuc- 
ceſsful with regard to the eſtate at St. 
Alban's, which he ſold; and Lieutenant 
Rudd found himſelf poſſeſſed of a con- 
ſiderable ſum of money, which enabled 
him to diſcharge the large debt contracted 
at the tripe ſhop, in Ratcliff-croſs, and 
many others, 
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Donixé the confinement of the 
huſband in priſon, our heroine had an 
opportunity to form various connexi- 
ons, and ſome uſeful ones; and though 


ſhe received very handſome preſents al- 


moſt every day, yet her extravagance 
would never keep within bounds. But 


her principal aim, as well as particular 


boaſt, was the peculiar method of ren- 
dering feeble and aged lovers exceedingly 
enamoured of her. The artful lady fail- 
ed not to make a proper uſe of ſuch doat- 
ing admirers; ſhe careſſed, fondled, 


and exerted all the craft of woman to 


gain an entire predominancy. 


Many inſtances of this nature will oc- 
cur in the courſe of this narrative. And 


as her temper and genius never approved 
of an inactive ftate of life, it happened 
on a time, that ſhe connected herſelf 

with 


EC 
with a notorious gang of Swindlers, and 
among whom ſhe bore a principal cha- 
rafter; being repreſented to credulous 
tradeſmen as a lady of great fortune, the 
natural daughter of the Pretender, and 
grand-child of Lord Dundee. This mode 
of life brought in for a while large reve- 
nues, till unfortunately for her, the clan 
was broke, and numbers fell into the 
hands of juſtice. 


As the Pretender's daughter had been 
ſo extremely ſerviceable in carrying on 
this buſineſs, it is no wonder that ſtrict 
ſearch was made after her ladyſhip, but 


it was all in vain, Whether at this junc- 
ture, or when Captain Read abſconded 
from Ratcliff, and that infamous connex- 


jon ceaſed for the preſent, yet it is an un- 
doubted fact, that our heroine came to 
lodge at an Oil Shop in St. Martin's Lane. 


Here we are furniſhed with an anec- 
dote worthy the obſervation of the pub- 
lic, and which muſt convince every can- 
did reader of her early proficiency in the 

arts 


„„ 

arts of forgery and deceit, Being rather 
bare of cloaths, as well as deſtitute of 
money, her landlady introduced her to 
the ſhop of Mr. Hogard, Haberdaſher, in 
Long Acre, who truſted her with goods 
to the value of four guineas, on the re- 
commendation of his neighbour. 


A woman hackneyed in all the ways 


of vice and proſtitution, ſeldom wants 
effrontery to promote any ſcheme of vil- 
lainy or fraud. Soon after the firſt inter- 

view, ſhe again repaired to the ſame ſhop, 
with a larger demand for goods . — but 
the honeſt tradeſman, judging from ap- 
pearances, that ſhe muſt be a woman of 
the town, refuſed to comply with fo ex- 
traordinary a requeſt. And in juſtice to 
himſelf obſerved, that it was his invariable 
rule never to truſt perſons of her complexi- 
on with goods to any large amount. 


Neither daunted nor diſappointed at 
this refuſal, ſhe produced a note for one 
hundred pounds, payable thirty days af- 
ter date; aſſured Mr. Hogard, that ſhe 
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E 
was a lady of family and fortune; and 
conſequently above the neceſſity of being 
obliged to him for credit, or for any other 
favour in a tradeſman's power. In ſhort, 
ſhe only deſired him to diſcount the note, 
pay his bill, and give her the balance. 


Mr. Hogard ſomewhat ſurprized, and 
rather confounded at ſo unexpected an ex- 
planation, defired her to leave the note, 
and he would prepare the goods and ſend 
them agreeably to the order. But on 
conſulting his men of buſineſs, they all 


agreed that the note was a groſs forgery— 
becauſe the names of the drawer, accepter 


and endorſer, were wrote by one and the 


{ame hand. 


After the detection of this fact, every 
ſubſequent part of her conduct ſnould be 
viewed and inveſtigated with an equal 
eye of jealouſy. Mr. Hogard omitted no 
means to trace the drawer, accepter and 
indorſer; but all in vain. And though 
the note was due in the month of May, 
yet he kept it in his poſſeſſion till the lat- 
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bad cauſe, now applaud this paragon of 


buried in oblivion—And her ſublimity of 


1 


ter end of Auguſt following, when he de- 
livered it up into the hands of Lieutenant 
Rudd, at Mr. Thompſon's, in Scotland 
Yard, and was paid his debt in full: 


This anecdote exhibits ſtrong circum- 
ſtances to believe that this note for one 
hundred pounds was forged; and that a 
certain female was an early adept in the 
moſt iniquitous practices. Will the ma- L ve 
ny volunteers inliſted in the ſervice of a ef 


conſcious innocence, and acquit her of a 

«| 25 . Þ de 
every criminal intention ? Will the be 
tongue of folly or credulity pretend to 
ſay, that ſhe did not ſign thoſe bonds 
which convicted the Perreaus, and brought 


them to an ignominious death? 


The texture of her delicate feelings muſt 
be ſhocked at the recollection of an anec- 
dote which ſhe fondly imagined had been 


foul added to a refinement of ſentiment, muſt | 
be ſatisfied of the authenticity of the fact, 
by a reference to the party who is now 
alive. 
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N Otwithſtanding the comfortable ſum 
of money as mentioned in a former letter, 
and which an unfortunate and perſecuted 
huſband had received from the ſale of his 
eſtate; yet there was a certain proſpect of 
its being ſoon expended by the continual 
demands on account of his wife. It muſt 
be a very cruel as well as an unpleaſant 
taſk for a man of feeling, to part with 
thoſe paternal acres acquired by the in- 


duſtry of honeſt anceſtors—And to be un- 


der an abſolute neceſſity of appropriating 
their whole value to diſcharge debts wan- 
tonly contracted by the prodigalities of 
an abandoned proſtitute, is a conſideration 
extremely mortifying, yet ſuch was the 
caſe of the unfortunate man more imme- 
diately connected with the thread of our 
narrative. | 
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If there is a eurſe entailed upon man 
and irremediable this ſide the grave, it is 
that of being connected with a vicious, 
artful, and extravagant wife. 


may be removed by a concurrence of for- 


tunate events — while this evi] admits of 
no releaſe or alleviation but from the hand 


of death. 


Thrice happy they who have never 


felt the afflictions, or experienced the 
wretchedneſs of ſuch a condition! And 


it is to be wiſhed for the honour of huma- 


nity, and the peace of indiyiduals, that 


many of our modern wives had never 
been born. For they ſeem to have enter- 
ed into the moſt ſacred obligations, and 
to have coveted the name of wife, only 
as a cloak for profligacy and licentiouſ- 
neſs, or a ſanction for ſcenes of darkneſs 
and iniquity. The characters in view 


juſtify theſe melancholy reflections, as 


will more fully appear in the proſecution 
of our plan; and ſhould prove a leſſon to 
youth how cautious they ought to be from 

| facrificing 


All other 
misfortunes are ſurmountable in time, and 


— 
=> 


[48 } 
ſacrificing their happineſs at the ſhrine of 
external accompliſhments, fortune or ap- 
pearances. | 


Theſe obſervations were natural to the 
unfortunate huſband now confined to his 
lodgings in the verge of the court, and 
who dared not to venture abroad for cer- 
tain reaſons, except on oue day in the 
week. He had, nevertheleſs, the gene- 
roſity to hire lodgings in the neighbour- 
hood for an ungrateful wife, and to be 
reſponſible for a reaſonable maintenance. 
Her former gallant was become inviſible, 
or had abſconded on account of debts and 
other miſdemeanors ;—it was therefore 
probable that ſo infamous an attachment 


would entirely ſubſide. 


From repeated aſſurances of her con- 
trition and amendment, as well as the in- 
terpoſition of friends, Mr. Rudd was al- 
moſt prevailed upon to forgive and coha- 
bit with his wife. And about this time, 
to and for this purpoſe, a treaty was actually 
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ſet on foot by their reſpective friends, and 
a ꝓerfect reconciliation would have enſued, 


had the promiſes on her part proved ſin- | 


cere. All former foibles would have been 


buried in oblivion, the remainder of their | 


lives might have paſſed happy and uninter- 


rupted, their names eſcaped public cenſure, i 
and recent ſcenes of villainy and blood- 


ſhed precluded. 


But nothing can reclaim an abandoned 1 
woman, or at leaſt one of our heroine's J 
complexion. An old acquaintance being 3 
juſt arrived from abroad, and on his route 
for Ireland to take poſſeſſion of a conſider- 
able eſtate, which had devolved to him on ; | 
the deceaſe of an uncle, immediately diſ- b. 
patched his emiſlaries to apprize his fair en- 3 


chantreſs of the joyous event. 


Upon the receipt of theſe welcome tid- 4 
ings her former fondneſs for the lover a- I 
wakened with redoubled ardour ; every re- 4 
ſolution of amendment inſtantly forſook 3 
her, and the fair inconſtant prepared for 
a ſecond elopement. In ſhort, away ſhe | 
hurried | 


CO\ 
rat 


0 1 

hurried in a poſt chaiſe, and carried with 
her as a companion an mnocent young 
girl, who fell a victim to the moſt dia bo- 
lical artifices and intrigue. — But here the 
rules of decency and other conſiderations 
oblige us to draw a veil, and to omit the 
particulars of a barbarous tranſaction. 


It ſeems that a regular correſpondence 
had ſubſiſted between our heroine and this 
gallant ever ſinee his flight from the tripe 
ſhop at Ratcliff highway. Lientenant 
Rudd by ſome means was apprized of this 
correſpondence, and on going to his wife's 
lodgings he had the curiofity to examine 
the drawers, where he found a very cu- 
rious collection of amorous epiſtles. This 


event diſtreſſed the delicacy of Mrs. Rudd 


extremely; and ſhe afterwards endeavour- 


ed, by every artifice as well as by promiſes 
of ſpeedy preferment, to ſeduce an officer 
who lodged in the ſame houſe with her 
hhuſpand in the verge of the court, to re- 
cover theſe precious manuſcripts at any 
rate. But ſuch an attempt was impracti- 

C 3 cable; 


} 


VS 


C1 
cable ; the huſband having had the pre- 
caution to lodge them in proper hands. 


It is reaſonable to ſuppoſe that this laſt | 
elopement would break off the intended | 

reconciliation with her huſband — wean | 
him of every ſpark of affection, and rouſe | j 
his indignation againſt ſo many repeated 

acts of falſhood and infidelity to the mar- 
riage bed. However, after ſtaying out | 
two days and nights, the innocent ay 
returned with as perfect compoſure as if 
ſhe had only been upon a trifling viſit. Ic 
was in vain ſhe ſued for an interview with 
her huſband, who refuſed to ſee her, and 


was determined not to maintain a woman 4 


bf 
22 


ſo abandoned, and who purſued every me- 
thod to bring both herſelf and him into 
diſgrace. Accordingly he diſcharged che | 
debts at the houſe from whence ſhe laſt 
eloped, and warned the people in writing, A 
to truſt his wife no longer. Y 


Moreover, he cauſed an advertiſement 0 
to be inſerted in the daily advertiſer of the 


8th of November 1767, in the following 1 
words: 
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E 
« Whereas Margaret, wife of 
Valentine Rudd, gentleman, has with- 
drawn herfelf from her huſband, this is 
therefore to caution all perſons againſt giv- 
ing her credit on her huſband's account, as 
he will not pay any debts ſhe contracts.” 


Let the deluded multitude now pity 


this fair innocent Let her advocates can- 


didly exculpate her conduct, if they can! 


Let the myriads of volunteers enliſted in 


her ſervice plead the texture of her delicate 
feelings; and inſiſt that theſe harmleſs ex- 
curſions were perfectly conſiſtent with a 


ſublimity of ſoul added to a refinement of ſen- 
timent, 


and 1 
"man | | 
me- 1 3 
into 4 
| the 
8 laſt 


ting, 
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Y \ HEN our heroine returned from 
the laſt excurſion, her finances, it ſeems, 
were at a low ebb; and it was expedient 
that her gallant ſhould proſecute his route 
to Ireland and take poſſeſſion of his uncle's 
eſtate. However poignant the pangs of 
parting from his fair enchantreſs might 
be, yet he was under the indiſpenſible ne- 
ceſſity of leaving her for the preſent, and 
without thoſe pecuniary conſiderations re- 
quiſite to ſupport a woman above indi- 
gence and diſtreſs. 


Thus abandoned and forlorn, the fair in- 
conſtant was obliged to ſue for a night's 
lodging at the houſe from whence ſhe had 
laſt eloped. The people there had the 
compaſſion to accommodate the petitioner 
for a night ; and next morning they waited 

| on 


EY (Mx, 

on her huſband, who lived privately in the 
verge of the court, in order to work on 
his good nature and forgiving temper, and 
to negotiate terms of accommodation in 
behalf of the wife. 


But the injured huſband, ſenſible of re- 
peated wrongs, of the moſt ungenerous 
treatment, and rouſed with indignation, 
poſitively refuſed to liſten to any propo- 
ſals; — inſiſted that he would not be re- 
ſponſible for future debts or expence; and 
that they ought by no means to harbour 
and countenance ſuch a foul adultreſs. 


Though her favourite gallant was gone 
to Ireland on buſineſs of ſome conſequence 
and emolument to himſelf, yet ſuch the 


powers of attraction, and the faſcinating 


arts of a certain ſorcereſs! — and ſuch his 
own infatuated attachment to her charms! 
— that this ſon of Mars returned in a ſhort 
time, and about this critical juncture ar- 
\ rived in the metropolis to alleviate the 
diſtreſſes of our heroine. 
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As ſoon as he had accommodated him- 
ſelf with lodgings at Mrs. Macab's in 
Frith Street Soho, and where for pruden- 
tial motives he aſſumed the name of Cap- 


tain Shee, he ſtrolled in ſearch of his Du- | 


enna. Few nights after his arrival, and as 
he was patroling the ſtreets, he accidental- 
ly met with the object of his wiſhes, and 
uſhered her to the new apartments. 


This is an event which has not hitherto Þ 
tranſpired to many, and what our he- 


roine has had the effrontery to deny, tho' 


the connection is well known to perſons of 
- eſpecially to | 
Courtoy the hair dreſſer and deputies, who | 
at this period and in their vocation waited Þ 
on Mr. and Mrs. Sbee. Our heroine hap- 
pens to be particularly diſtinguiſhed by a 
remarkable“ ſcar in a certain place near 
the face, and which was received in con- 
ſequence of unlawful adventures — per- 
haps in a fit of jealouſy, and for infidelity 
to 


undoubted veracity; 


* Jametty, an Italian Friſſeur, knows Mrs. Rudd 
and Mrs. Shee to be one and the ſame perſon by a 
ſcar on her neck. | 
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to the marriage bed. It would have been 
fortunate for the community, as well as 
for the welfare of individuals, if Provi- 
dence had ſo ordered matters, and that 
this wound had proved effectual. 


Captain Shee and lady hved at theſe a- 
partments in Frith Street for ſome months 


in great luxury and feſtivity, and on a 


preſumption of being perſons of great af- 
fluence and property in Ireland. But the 
ſmiles of fortune are fickle and precari- 
ous, and human happineſs is ever hable 
to caſualties or diminution. — A continual 
ſcene of gaiety and extravagance had made 
a great encroachment on the Captain's fi- 
nances and revenues; and now his neceſ- 
ſities compelled him to be troubleſome to 
his friends, and frequently to ſolicit a 


ſupply. 


Thus at length they found his retreat 
as well as his mode of living; and having 
a particular regard for his father,. an alder- 


man of Dublin, they ſent him an explicit 


account of his fon's ſituation — of having 
| aſſumed 


EE 
aſſumed a new name, and the infamous 
connection with a married woman — and 


that he was in the high road to deſtruction 
both of body and ſoul. 


The alderman, full of paternal tender- 
neſs and affection, was exceedingly ſhock- 
ed at the receipt of this diſagreeable in- 
telligence, and extremely alarmed at the 
diſappointment of felicity to an aged pa- 
rent and his family. Wiſhing to prevent, 
if poſſible, the total ruin of his ſon, the 
alderman embarked for England with the 
utmoſt anxiety and expedition, and when 


he reached the metropolis, was adviſed to 
ſtop at Foreſt's coffee houſe, Charing 
croſs, and there accommodated with lodg- 


ings. 


Having made the neceſſary enquiries 
how to find, and where to ſee his ſon, he 


directed his courſe. one morning to Ma- 
. cab's in Frith Street, where he ſurprized 
Mr. and Mrs. Shee in bed together; and 


was made to underſtand that this virtuous 


pair had cohabited there for ſome time. 


The 
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The alderman, as the firſt preliminary 


towards a reconciliation with his ſon, in- 


ſifted that the lady ſhould be inſtantly 
diſcarded, and which was readily agreed. 
Probably, this proved the laſt interview 


with this diſſipated young officer, as well 


as the final period to their wicked and il- 
licit amours. The amount of debts con- 


tracted during this intercourſe was aſtoniſn- 


ing; and perhaps the impoveriſhed ſtate 
of his finances, together with the daily ap- 
prehenſion and horrors of a priſon, was 
the principal conſideration that induced 
him fo readily to comply with the requeſts 
and remonſtrances of a tender parent. 


The alderman being determined that 
the ſon of his hopes and induſtry ſhould 
no longer ſtay in London, or in the 
neighbourhood of a fatal enchantreſs, car- 
ried him over to Dublin, after paying 
his debts. Whether from motives of 
ſhame, or for want of principle, he did 
not diſcloſe ene capital debt at this time 
to the father. 


But 
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But we ſhall now bid a final adieu to this 
profligate young man, who died in pri- 
ſon at Dublin, three hundred pounds in 
debt to Marſeilles the taylor; and who 
in a great meaſure owed his ruin to the 
faſcinating powers of Mrs. Rudd. But 
her arts have ſent many, beſides him, 
on an untimely voyage for the cape of 
good hope. | 
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I O be diſcarded in ſo abrupt a manner 
as mentioned 1n our laſt, and without that 
degree of ceremony due to the ſoftneſs of 


the ſex, was a confideration extremely 


mortifying to a lady of our heroine's con- 


ſequence and refined pretenſions. The 


ſurpriſe occaſioned by the arrival of an un- 
expected viſitor was truly affecting, and 
cauſed much diftreſs as well as confuſion 
to delicate feelings, added to a ſublimity 
of ſoul — And this event made our he- 
roine once more to wander a citizen of 
the Streets, and to rely on her own ingenui- 


ty, and the chapter of accidents for ſupport. 


At length, by ſome means or other, ſhe 
ſtumbled at the door of one Mr! Hyde, 
who then kept a houſe in Northumberland 
Street, in the Strand; and where ſhe pro- 
cured a recommendation to lodge and 

| board, 
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OT 
board, under a pretence of being the 
wife of a gentleman of character, and a 
man of fortune. The landlord being thus 
_ deceived in reſpect to her circumſtances 
and his own expectations, chearfully en- 
truſted his gueſt with board and lodging, 
and doubted not of being . py 


ſome time or other. 


But having no viſible means of ſubſiſ- 
tence, except the conſtant practice of going 
out in the duſk of the evenings to walk 
the ſtreets, the landlord was juſtly alarmed; 


became clamorous and uneaſy on various 


accounts. It feems that he had now been 


undeceived by the kindneſs of a friend or 


the repreſentations of a neighbour, who 
apprized him, that his gueſt lived apart 
from her huſband, as plainly appeared 
from the contents of a public advertiſe- 
ment exhibited for his peruſal. 


After ocular demonſtration of his own 
credulity, and the impoſition on her part, 
he immediately repaired to Mrs. Kennedy's, 

8 in 


ir 


0 


1 59 J 
in the verge of the court, and applied to 
an unfortunate huſband for the payment 


of a conſiderable bill, for lodging and 
board to his wife. 


But the perſecuted huſband refuſed 
payment for the preſent — remonſtrated 
againſt the legality of the debt — ſhewed 
him the advertiſement as quoted in a for- 
mer letter, and ſet him at defiance. Not- 
withſtanding this expoſtulation, the land- 
lord ſuffered his gueſt to continue at his 
houſe for ſome time longer, and took 
another mode of application to the huſ- 
band for ſatisfaction to his demand. 


The defendant wiſhing to decline, if 
poſſible, the expences of the law as well 
as the iſſue of a trial, offered to compound 


the matter, and to pay at the rate of a 


guinea a week, in full proportion to his 
income, and rather more than his perplex- 
ed circumſtances could afford. But this 
propoſal, though highly legal, and alto- 
gether reaſonable, was rejected as not ſa- 


tisfaCtory to the plaintiff, 
- Proceedings 
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Proceedings were then commenced 'at 


the ſuit of Hyde, and a trial enſued 'in 
the firſt fittings after Eaſter term 1968, 


when Sollicitor General Dunning, and Mr. 
Mansfield, were the counſel for the defen- 


dant. 


The queſtion to be tried FE what the 
plaintiff ought to recover of the defen- 
dant for the expences of his wife who had 


eloped from him, and was well known by 


the plaintiff to live ſeparate from him. 


And here it is to be obſerved, that if the 


defendant, under the circumſtances of the 
caſe, was obliged to maintain his wife at 
all, it could only be in a reaſonable way, 
and according to his degree and eſtate. 


It is alſo preſumed, that the money ten- 
der'd in court at the rate of a guinea a 
week, was at all events a full ſatisfaction 
to the plaintiff, for the board and lodging 
of Mrs. Rudd, for ſhe lodged in his two 
pair of ſtairs ; and the manner of the plain- 


tiff's living was very mean, and ſhe found 
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her own tea, ſugar, wine, coals and can- 
dles. | 


It ſeems to be a ſettled rule of law, that 
the neceſſaries ſupplied a wife, whilſt ſhe 
lives ſeparate from the huſband, ſhould be 
only neceſſary and convenient for the huſ- 
band's eſtate as well as degree. 


How is it in the preſent caſe ? — The 
huſband, Mr. Rudd, is a Lientenant on 
half pay on the Iriſh eſtabliſhment, which 


produces him thirty-two pounds a year; 


and he has the intereſt of about ſixteen 
hundred pounds, the money left from the 
ſale of his eſtate, which produces at a cur- 
rent calculation ſixty pounds annually. 


- 


So that his whole income is but ninety 


fix pounds a year, and if obliged to pay 


one pound eleven ſhillings and ſixpence a 
week, the plaintiff's charge for his wife's 


board and maintenance, he would have 


nothing left for himſelf to live on, with- 
out breaking in upon the principal of his 


a little fortune. Wherefore, it was hoped 


that 


(3 


that the court and jury would conſider the 


money tendered into court, as an ample 


ſatisfaction for the plaintiff's demand, con- 
ſidering the defendant's degree and eſtate. 


» 


To prove the manner of Mrs. Rudd's 
living at her former lodgings, what ſhe 
paid a week, and that ſhe lived apart from 
her huſband, and alſo that the plaintiff 
was made acquainted with Mrs. Rudd's 
ſituation, a witneſs was called, and on oath 


gave ſatisfaction to the court with regard 


to theſe facts. 


When the plaintiff took her in, and that 
he truſted her at his peril, and knew of 
the advertiſement being inſerted by the 
defendant, and that a guinea a week was 
an ample ſatisfaction to the plaintiff, ano- 
ther witneſs was called, and depoſed ac- 
cordingly. 


To prove that the defendant's wife e- 
loped from her laſt lodgings, previous to 


her coming to the plaintiff's houſe, and 


ſtayed out two nights — to prove the poor 
manner 


CL 1 
poor manner of Mrs. Rudd's living in the 
plaintiff's family — and to prove the de- 
fendant's circumſtances and eſtate, other 
reputable witneſſes were called, and gave 
ſatisfaction to the court with relation to 
every and all ſuch particulars. 
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MAD AM, 


O UR laſt concluded with ſome parti- 
culars of the cauſe between Hyde and 
Rudd; and to prove the authenticity of 
our aſſertions, we alſo gave an abſtract of 
the brief of one of the counſel. Perhaps, 
it may not be improper here to inſert a true 
copy of the affidavit of Valentine Rudd, 
and which may tend to illuſtrate or corro- 
borate the contents of ſome of the preced- 
ing letters. 


Eafter Term, 26th April, 1768. Hirt 
ſitting at Weſtminſter-hall. 


Valentine Rudd, of the pariſh of St. 
Martin in the Fields, in the liberty of 
Weſtminſter, and county of Middleſex, 
Gentleman, maketh oath, and faith, that 
he was a Lieutenant in the army in Ireland 
in the year 1962, and during that time, 
he this deponent, at Lurgan, in the county 


of 


0:08: } 
of Armagh, became acquainted with Mar- 


” 
» 


garet Voungſon, and was married to her 
there, according to the rites and ceremo- 


nies of the Church of England, by the Cu- 
rate of that place, by licence, and by the 


conſentof her uncle Mr. John Stewart, who 
was her guardian, and gave her in name to 
this deponent. And this deponent ſaith, 
that he lived with his ſaid wife in Ireland, 
till the concluſion of the laſt war, when 
the regiment to which this deponent be- 


longed was reduced, and this deponent 


was put upon half pay; and thereupon 
this deponent came into England with his 
faid wife, in order to manage and tranſact 
this deponent's own affairs, he being in- 
titled to a conſiderable freehold and copy- 
hold eſtate in the county of Hertford, 
where this deponent was born, and which 
eſtate this deponent received the rents of; 
and therewith, and with his halfpay, 
continued to live with, and maintain his 
ſaid wife in a comfortable manner, from 
the time of his coming into England, 
which was in or about the year 1763, to 
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the time of her acquaintance with the 
ſaid defendant Benjamin Bowen Read, in 
the year 1766; and during that time, 
this deponent and his wife lived in a very 
harmonious and affectionate manner, this 
deponent having no ground to ſuſpect her 
being any way unfaithful to him. And 
this deponent faith, that in the ſummer 
of the year 1766, he and his ſaid wife 
went to lodge at the houſe of one Mar- 
ſeilles a Taylor, in Princes Street, Ca- 
vendiſh Square, in the firſt floor. And 
| ſoon after they went to lodge there, the 
ſaid defendant, Benjamin Bowen Read, 
came to lodge there likewiſe in the ſecond 
floor, and by that means the ſaid de- 
fendant became acquainted with this de- 
ponent and his ſaid wife; and he the ſaid 
defendant then paſſed for a young gentle- 
man, intitled to a conſiderable eſtate; 
and this deponent and the ſaid Read grew 
very intimate together, and in the month 
of October or November 1766, the ſaid 
Read, left his ſaid lodgings in Princes 
Street aforeſaid, but this deponent had 
not then ſuſpected that there was any 
intrigue 


L 3 
intrigue between the ſaid Read, and his, 
this deponent's ſaid wife. And this de- 
ponent faith, that a very ſhort time after 
the ſaid Read went away, a letter from 
him was brought to this deponent's ſaid 
wife, at which this deponent expreſſed 
ſome ſurpriſe and anger, and by means 
thereof a ſlight quarrel enſued between 
this deponent and his faid wife, and ſhe 
thereupon refuſed to he with this deponent 
that night, and the next morning ſhe got 
up before the other people in the houſe, 
and went away and left this deponent, and 
co-habited, as this deponent afterwards 
found, with the ſaid defendant, Read, 
and lived with him at one Bradſhaw's, a 
Surgeon and Apothecary, at Ratcliff High- 
way, where this deponent went to enquire. 
after her, but this deponent was not per- 
mitted to ſee her, though ſhe was then in 
the houſe with the ſaid Read. And this 
deponent faith, that his ſaid wife continu- 
ed to co-habit with the ſaid Read, as this 
defendant verily believed, and to ſecrete 
herſelf from this deponent till the month 
of March laſt, when the ſaid Read went 
„ D abroad, 


68 ] 


abroad, as was given out by this depo- 


nent's ſaid wife: and this deponent was 


ſoon afterwards arreſted for the board and 
lodging of his ſaid wife, during part of 
the time ſhe ſo lived away from this de- 
ponent. And this deponent ſaith, that he 
hath not till lately been able to obtain 
proper evidences of facts to maintain an 
action againſt the ſaid Read, for crimi- 
nal converſation with this deponent's ſaid 
wife. And this deponent ſaith, that he 
hath been informed and believes, that the 
ſaid Read is now in England. But this 
deponent ſaith, that if he, this deponent, 
was to bring an action againſt him, the 
ſaid Read, and ſerve him with a copy of 
proceſs, only with holding him to bail, 


he this deponent would loſe the benefit 


and effect of ſuch action, as this depo- 
nent verily believes. For this deponent 
ſaith, that he believes that the ſaid Read, 
would, upon his being ſerved with a pro- 
ceſs, go abroad out of this kingdom; for 
he, ſaid Read, is an Iriſhman by birth, as 
as this deponent hath heard and believes; 
and his property, which is conſiderable, as 
this 
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this deponent hath. heard, lies in that king- 
dom, he having no property here, as this de- 
ponent believes. And this deponent faith, 
he hath heard and been informed, that the 


| ſaid Read attained the age of 25 years, in 


October laſt, and that therefrom he be- 
came intitled to the poſſeſſion of a conſi- 
derable eſtate in Ireland, of the yearly 
value of two thouſand pounds, or ſome 
ſuch large ſum of money.” 


The contents of this affidavit ſeem to 
elucidate many particulars, and exactly 
to correſpond with the ſeveral facts hither- 
to inſiſted on in the courſe of our narra- 


tive. Theperiod of their coming to Eng- 
land is confirmed; and the elopement 


from Princes Street 1s alſo acknowledged. 


The other circumſtances and anecdotes 
intervened from November 1766, to the 


date of the foregoing affidavit 1n the year 


1768, when our heroine lived altogether 
ſeparate from her huſband, and when the 
defendant Read could not be found 

| Dx: having 
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having ſecreted himſelf for ſome time, | 
under the aſſumed name of Captain Shee 
or had juſt failed for Ireland, in company 
with his father, as mentioned in a for- 
mer letter. | 
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Oo R heroine ſtill continued her for- 
mer plan of life; ſtill contracted large 
debts, and ſtill left her huſband to pay for 
them. No wonder that theſe continual 
drains and repeated demands ſoon ex- 
hauſted the principal remaining from the 
ſale of his patrimony and ſmall eſtate. 
The perſecuted huſband found himſelf 
again arreſted, and detainers lodged againſt 
him at the ſuit of different creditors whom 
he never ſaw; and that it was impoſſible 
once more to avoid or eſcape the confine- 
ment of a priſon, His ſituation was 
truly pitiable as well as melancholy. _ 


It ſeems that the wife had concerted a 
plan to compel a reconciliation with .her 
huſband, notwithſtanding repeated inſtan- 
ces of elopement and miſconduct ; but 
how ſhe could imagine that he would 
again become a dupe to her inſinuating 

Is = methods, 


7 
methods, is wonderful! And how a man 
of ſpirit could liſten to any propoſals or 
terms of reconciliation with ſo abandoned 
a wife, is ſtill more aſtoniſhing! Perhaps, 
his diſtreſſes and the difficulties wherein 
her ſchemes had involved him, admitted 
of no other alternative. 


However, being perpetually harraſſed 
with debts, law ſuits and arreſts, and a 
variety of other troubles on account of 
his wife, the unfortunate huſband thought 
it high time that matters ſhould be ſettled 
on ſome permanent plan. With this view, 
and about this time, their reſpective friends 
interpoſed, held ſeveral conferences, and 
a treaty was ſet on foot, either for a re- 
conciliation or a total ſeparation on equi- 
table terms. 


During this negociation our heroine 
' perſonally waited on her huſband in the 
verge of the court; implored his forgive- 
neſs, and made ſolemn vows of amend- 
ment, of conjugal fidelity and attachment 
for the, future, There 1s no accounting 
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for the bewitching powers and the flatter- 
ing hypocriſy of an artful ſyren. Hea- 
then. writers abound with inſtances in con- 
firmation of this aſſertion; and we read 


in ſacred ſong how the wiſeſt men have 
been impoſed upon and becomes victims 


to the wiles and crafts of a woman. 


The doating huſband has frequently re- 
pented of his own credulity, as well as 
the conviction of his own better judg- 
ment and experience, The perſon more 
immediately in view ſtill retaining a de- 
gree of fondneſs for the moſt ungrateful 
woman, or at leaſt not able to withſtand 
her uſual arts of falſhood and duplicity, 
gave credit to the ſincerity of her proteſ- 


tations — a reconciliation took place, and 


they came to live together at Mr. Thomp- 
ſon's in Scotland yard, 


After ſo many inſtances of ill-uſage 
and infidelity to the marriage bed — of 
debts wantonly contracted, law-ſuits, ar- 
reſts, and impriſonment, how could any 
huſband entertain the moſt diſtant idea, 

| 24 or 
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or bear the thoughts of a reconciliation 
with ſuch an abandoned wife ? — A man 
of reſentment and proper feelings would 
have embraced any alternative, rather 
than cohabit with ſo foul an adultreſs. 


our, as Will ſoon appear, merited no re- 
turns of fondneſs or indulgence, and the 
deluded huſband had ample cauſe to re- 
pent of his own credulity and attachment. 
For her tears of penitence and promiſes 
to reclaim, laſted but a day; they were 
only meant as a cloak of deception, and 
to enable her the more eaſily to effect her 
own purpoſes and ſchemes of intrigue. 
No long time after this reconciliation, a 
diſtreſſed huſband was heard to exclaim 
againſt his wife to the following effect: 


Her ſubſequent 3 and demean- 
P 


Oh! Peggy, Peggy, you have now 


forgot that I ſent you back to your grand- 


mother at Lurgan, and took no advantage 
of your youth or indifcretion, though 
you followed me twenty miles. You have 
alſo forgot that I married you in an un- 
guarded 
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guarded hour — that I have ſold my patri- 
mony to pay your debts and indulge your 
extravagance — that I have been always 
partial to your foibles and levities — that 
my behaviour towards you was tender and 
affectionate, and could have kiſſed the 
ground whereon you trod. Surely ! I 
merit better treatment at your hands in 

this my deep diſtreſs, O moſt ungrateful 
of women!” 8 


How could an unfeeling wretch turn a 
deaf ear to this artleſs tale, and to the ur- 
gent neceſſities of the man ſhe had ruin- 
ed? Should any perſon doubt the reality 
of theſe complaints, or the diſtreſs of 
the ſupplicant, we wiſh to refer them for 
further ſatisfaction to the landlady in 
Buckingham court, and whoſe name has 
been repeatedly mentioned. And we ſhall 
ſee by and bye in what ſcenes of plenty 
our heroine revelled, when the above men- 
tioned ſoliloquy was extorted from the 
moſt unfortunate huſband, 
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Ma AM, 


8 O ON after the reconciliation menti- 
oned in our laſt, they came to lodge in 


the neighbourhood of Groſvenor ſquare, 


and where your intimacy with our heroine 
commenced. — From this period you and 
Mrs. Rudd became inſeparable compa- 
nions and confederate in various ſcenes of 
vice, to the degradation of the ſex — the 
ruin of your reſpective huſbands, and the 
annoyance of all your neighbours. 


A married woman is the guardian of 


her huſband's honour, and ſhould be ex- 


tremely cautious what company ſhe keeps, 
and what connexions ſhe ought to make. 
If not ſtrictly virtuous herſelf, at leaſt 
Jealous to keep up appearances. Verſed 
from your infancy in the ſchool of levity 
and intrigue, you had not the precaution 
to preſerve an honourable engagement. 

Though 


ol 


nc PRES: Es 88. 3 oi 


_ correſpondence and connexions in this 
| houſe. — But here the rules of decency © 


to the moſt ſolemn proteſtations from an 


Com 1 
Though you have lately made ſome per- 
ſons to believe, that your own ruin 1s 
entirely owing to an intimacy with Mrs. 
Rudd ; yet we who know you better, al- 
low you to be at leaſt her counterpart. 


The lodgings at Mrs. Cranſton's in Park 
Street were common for the reception of 
your ſeveral gallants, and for the purpoſes 
of riot, proſtitution and intrigue. Per- 
haps, ſome of the moſt abandoned wo- 
men within the purlieus of Covent garden, 
would.bluſh at the recital of the infamous 


oblige us to ſtop. 


Lieutenant Rudd ſoon found cauſe to 
repent of his own credulity, as well as of 
fondneſs for his wife. He had now con- 
vincing proofs what ſlender credit is due 


artful and profligate woman. It was his 
misfortune about this time, as you well re- 
member, to be confined to a bed of ſick- 
neſs, and to labour under a complaint 

| Which 


FF 1 
which baffled the ſkill of the moſt eminent 


ſurgeons. 


During this gloomy period, his wife was 
always abroad, or revelling with differeat 
men in the adjoining apartments in- 
dulging herſelf in every mode of extra- 
vagance, and totally unmindful of her 
huſband's ſituation or intereſt. It was 
natural at ſuch a juncture to reflect on his 
own folly in giving credit to her late pro- 
miſes of amendment, and to ſuppoſe her 


capable of being ever actuated . by the 


principles of honour, ſincerity, or truth. 


Theſe reflections had their full force, 
operated powerfully on the mind, and 
encreaſed the violence of his diſtemper. 
In his diſtreſs and the extremity of dan- 
ger, he ſent for his landlady in the verge 
of the court — complained heavily of his 
wife — utter'd the moſt bitter lamentations 
againſt her undutiful behaviour -— and 
wiſhed for death to terminate his wretch- 
edneſs and afflictions. 


However, 
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However, his complaint at length yield- 
ed to the powers of medicine, and he 
began to gain a gradual ſhare of bodily 
health — But the mind was ſtill uneaſy 
and out of order — eſpecially when he 
ſaw the prodigalities of his wife, her ele- 
gant wardrobe, and the many articles of 
extravagance. Conſcious that his cir- 
cumſtances could not afford ſuch fantaſti- 
cal ſuperfluities, and apprehenſive they 
muſt have been obtained by diſhonourable 
means — he remonſtrated on the occaſion, 
again the many viſitors that came in pur- 
ſuit of his wife and frequented his lodg- 


ings. 


It was alſo ſeaſonable to upbraid her of 
unkindneſs and want of attention during 
his ſevere illneſs — of wanton excurſions 
by day, and of abſence from home for 
 B whole nights. Theſe remonſtrances had 
no effect — they made not the leaſt im- 
preſſion. It is happy for the bulk of 
mankind, as well as for the peace of in- 
dividuals, that we do not meet with many 
inſtances of ſuch abandoned wives 
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In behalf of this unfortunate huſband, 
it is alledged by all his early acquaintance, 
that he was a ſober, good-natured man, 
very tender and fond of his wife, and 
even partial to her levities — But oppreſſi- 
on and ill uſage will render a wiſe man 
mad, and four the beſt of tempers. Pro- 
bably, this was his caſe at the time we 
mention - when a variety of domeſtic 
grievances admitted of no alternative, 
but recourſe to liquors and intoxication. 
Hence frequent altercations with his wife 
at unſeaſonable hours; and ſometimes 
piſtols were fired to the terror of the 
neighbourhood. 


In ſhort, a ſerious ſkirmiſh at laſt hap- 
pened at Cranſton's. He in his own de- 


fence baſtinaded his wife ſeverely — ſhe 


returned the compliment by ſwearing the 
peace againſt her huſband. Here a final 
ſeparaiion took place — when he was 
forced to fly into France, and ſhe to 
change her quarters, | 
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MAD AM, 


To trace the windings of our heroine's 
career, and follow her to every place of 
elopement or intrigue, would prove an 
endleſs as well as an inſuperable taſk. It 
would be to purſue a path terrifying in the 
commencement, impracticable in the pro- 
ſecution, and big with deſtruction in the 
end. However, we have the beſt autho- 
rity to ſay, that after the final ſkirmiſh 
with her huſband in Park Street, ſhe was 
uſhered to Mrs. Dodd's in Oxford Street, 
as a young creature juſt come from Wales, 
and totally unacquainted with the ways of 
the town. 


Women are remarkable for invention, 
and ſeldom at a loſs how to form a tole- 
rable excuſe, and to palliate an aukward 


ſituation. This pretext, however plau- 


ſible, did not long conceal her true cha- 
racter 


1 82 ] 

racter and connexions. The new land- 
lady ſoon taxed her gueſt of being the 
wife of an officer who lodged at Cran- 
ſton's, and ſhe admitted the charge 
acknowledged an elopement —— urged in 
her own defence that her huſband had 
beat her ſeverely, and ſhewed many bruiſes 
on her arms. 


Being now releaſed from his controul, 
and at liberty to act unreſtrained, the 
ſyren allured a multitude of followers, and 
dealt her favours on the moſt advanta- 
geous terms. When our heroine firſt oc- 
cupied theſe apartments, her finances were 
exceedingly low and ſcanty ; inſomuch 
that the people of the houſe ſupplied her 
neceſſities with one ſplendid ſhilling at a 
time. Even the milkman was forced to 
ſummon her to the court of conſcience 
for the contents of a trifling bill. 


The advantages of trade are precarious 
but the perquiſites of her avocation 
| were now conſiderable, and the ſmiles of 


fortune ſeemed to preponderate in her 
favour 


WW. 

favour for a time. Hence ſhe was enabled 
at this period to keep a coach as well as a 
chair occaſionally ; and though the cele- 
brated Lord D- was the oſtenſible 
gallant, and who eſcorted her 'to many 
places public as well as private, yet ſhe 
carried on a correſpondence, and had 
frequent interviews with ſeveral other 
friends behind the curtain. Ir can by no 
means be ſuppoſed that a woman of our 
heroine's paſſions could prove faithful to 
a perſon of his Lordſhip's exhauſted fi- 
nances and debilitated conſtitution. 


| While ſhe lodged at Cranſton's, and 
during her huſband's ſevere illneſs, ſhe 
had the art and dexterity to make exten- 
ſive connexions, and ſome uſeful ones:— 
eſpecially with that infamous pimp Kil- 
dare, who then kept a notorious houſe, 


in a court adjoining to Pall Mall. This 


merchant of female chaſtity, was quite 
an adept in his profeſſion ; and paid the 
moſt aſſiduous attention to the ſeveral 
ladies on his liſt, at regular hours and 
places of appointment. It was at Groſ- 


2 venor 


13 
venor Gate, and generally between the ſo 
hours of twelve and one, that he uſed to te 
pay his daily attendance on our heroine, 
and to adjuſt the plan of meeting her 


cuſtomers in the evening at his own houſe W. 
or elſewhere. | an 
: aſ] 

You alſo, madam, have ſome know- th 
ledge of this faithful imp, and of the to 
laws of his profeſſion, But your ac- his 
quaintance, like a noxious planet, ſpreads le 
ruin and contagion all around; even to 
Mrs. Rudd was obliged to drop it at m. 
laſt. Our merchant had cauſe to repent ex 
that you ever frequented his houſe; for ge 
your preſence for a night occaſioned him po 
a ſtagnation of trade, and almoſt the CO 


loſs of his life. When you waited there 
on fat Zee of the guards, and in the 
courſe of converſation gloried that you . 


was a married woman, he inſtantly turn- A 
ed you out with indignation, and threat- 1e 
ened to run the maſter of the ceremonies ele 
through the body for introducing him * 
to ſuch unlawful game. An anecdote au 

; vol 


. ſome- 
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: ſomewhat ſimilar muſt not here be omit- 
. ted. 


It was a practice with our heroine, to 
write to perſonages whom ſhe never ſaw, 
and to make overtures of intrigue and 
aſſignation. It unfortunately happened, 
that ſhe once ſent a card of this nature 
to an officer of the guards, and now on 
his deſtination for America. Being ſtart- 
led at the contents, and totally unknown 
to the writer, he had the curioſity to 
make ſome pertinent enquiries about ſo 
extraordinary a character. The meſſen- 
ger evaded an explanation as much as 
poſſible; but at length \ was obliged to be 
communicative. 


Matters were then concerted, that the 
wiſhed for interview ſhould take place. 
Accordingly, our heroine had immediate 
recourſe to dreſs, and to all thoſe arts and 
elegancies ſo neceſſary to render an ordi- 
nary figure, tolerable. Thus equiped, 
away ſhe allied for the 5 of appoint- 
ment: e 


— 
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mortification of being received in a for- 
mal manner, and not with the ardour of 
an impatient lover! In ſhort, ſhe met 
with a ſevere lecture and ſome chaſtiſe- 
ment for her impudence, which diſtreſſed 
the texture of her delicate feelings ex- 
tremely. 
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y \ HILE with pleaſure we contem- 
plate the character of a modeſt and ami- 


able woman, yet it becomes a duty how- 
ever painful the undertaking, to paint theſe 


abandoned “, in their true colours, and 
as a leſſon of abhorrence to the riſing ge- 
neration. It 1s an attempt to guard the 
public from. future deception, and to ren- 
der honeſt ſervice to our country. 


A virtuous woman is an ineſtimable 
treaſure, but one given to intrigue is the 
peſt of ſociety, as well as the ruin of indi- 
viduals. Several of thoſe unhappy 
creatures of the town, and who are a 


nuiſance to the ſtreets, owe their misfor- 
tunes in a certain degree to an acquain- 


tance with ſome of their own ſex. — The 
following anecdote will illuſtrate the truth 


of theſe obſervations. 
: While 


„ 


While our heroine lodged at Cranſton's, 


an innocent young girl, fifteen years of 
age, was inveigled to carry errands to 
many places of infamous reſort. In the 
execution of theſe commands, it was con- 
certed that a perſon ſhould watch this de- 
voted victim and triumph over the ſpoils 
of innocence. One evening carrying a meſ- 
ſage to Kildare's, ſhe was trepanned into 
a room, and by forcible means was 


ruined. 


Tremble, ye mothers, at the mention 
of this horrid plot, and for the fate of 
your own innocent offspring! — Execrate 
the name of that unfeeling wretch, who 
could lend aſſiſtance for the accompliſh- 
ment of ſuch ſavage and inhuman deeds. 
Barbarous as this tranſaction certainly was, 
yet it 1s not the only one of the ſort where- 
in our heroine has the credit of being con- 
cerned. One of the landlady's daughters 
in Oxford Street, narrowly eſcaped the 
ſnare and a ſimilar cataſtrophe. 
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But from thence our heroine was forc- 
ed to make a precipitate retreat, and for 
ſome years evaded the payment of a con- 
ſiderable demand, and alſo the expence 


of the carriages ſhe kept. In the year 


1772, when the noted Bolland of infa- 
mous memory was executed at Tyburn 
for forgery, Mr. Ryder, mercer, called on 
Mrs. Dodd, and acquainted her that he 
had lately arreſted her old lodger Mrs. 


| Rudd, and under the name of Gore. 


It was obſerved in a former letter, that 
to trace the windings of our heroine's ca- 
reer to every place of elopement or in- 


| trigue, would prove an endleſs and inſu- 
| perable taſk. Suffice it here to ſay, that 


Mrs. Dodd and her neighbours who ac- 


| commodated our heroine with the carri- 

ages, were paid their reſpective demands 

| by the unfortunate and infatuated Daniel 
Perreau. 


When forced to make a precipitate re- 


treat from Oxford Street, Mrs. Rudd took 
ſhelter at Mrs. Huſham's in Palace Yard, 


Weſtminſter, 
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Weſtminſter, and continued there for cou 
ſome time — but here we muſt draw a ing: 
veil — From thence, we follow her to 
Prince's Court, near Storey's Gate, where St 
| ſhe lived in no great affluence or ſplendour. uſed 
| land 
At this period, the advantages of her her! 
profeſſion were trifling ; and her finances Cour 
ſo ſcanty, thar ſhe was frequently heard conſ 
to exclain, if it was not for the goodneſs fo be 
of good Lord Granby, who came to ſee to b 
her out of mere affection, ſhe muſt inevi- houſ 
tably have ſtarved. One Lacey, a porter wher 
at Storey's Gate, was the perſon entruſted her. 
with errands at this juncture, and who | 
carried many letters for her to an Ale- If 
houſe at Knightſbridge. But he declined MW Mrs. 
now and then to execute her commands, finem, 
and inſiſted on prompt payment, | to M 
with 


She was once ſo deſtitute of money, and 
all reſources, as to give this man her 
buckles to pawn, which he did for fifteen 
ſhilings. And we ſhall ſee by the bye, 8 
Nö Vol. 
that this very man ſummoned her to the 
| | court 


= 
court of conſcience for twenty-three ſhill- 
ings, and which ſhe paid in a week. 


Several perſons of ſuſpicious appearance 
uſed to call on her at this place; and the 
landlady not ſatisfied with the conduct of 
her lodger, warned her out on various ac- 
counts, and even ſuffered her to go away 
conſiderably in her debt. Our heroine was 
fo bare of apparel at this critical period, as 
to borrow a gown of the ſervant of the 


| houſe to carry her to the new quarters, and 


where we ſhall ſoon be obliged to follow 
her. | 


If this account ſhould hurt a perſon of 


Mrs. Rudd's ſublimity of ſoul added to a re- 
| fnement of ſentiment, we refer the curious 
| to Mrs. Wilſon, the landlady ſhe lodged 
| with at this diſtreſsful juncture. 
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Ma AM, 


10 delineate the adventures of ſo ec- 
centric a character as that of our heroine, 
it is neceſſary to relate many diſagreeable 
circumſtances, and to viſit ſome uncom- 
fortable abodes. — She was now removed 
to the Coffee Houſe at Lambeth. marſh, 


and lodged in an airy apartment — a re- 


treat where none but the loweſt and poor- 
eſt proſtitutes had recourſe for ſhelter. 
Even Lacey the porter was here ſhocked 
at the miſerable ſituation of his employer, 
when forced to repeat his viſits for the pay- 
ment of humble and faithful ſervices. 


When a married woman forfeits the 
moſt ſolemn engagement and the laws of 


her protection, it is impoſſible to gueſs what 


may be her cataſtrophe, or the ſum of her 
diſtreſſes. — To do juſtice to the philoſo- 
phy of Mrs.Rudd, it is readily allowed that 

ſhe 
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ſhe has experienced the extremes of good 
| and ill fortune; has known how to want 
| as well as to abound. 


Sometimes ſhe ſtrayed in Pleaſure's ſoft- 
| eſt path, and in ſcenes of voluptuouſneſs 
had rich apparel, equipage, jewels, . 
| and all the good things of this world in 
abundance — But now ſhe was deſtitute of 
friends and money, and without reputati- 
on. In ſuch a dilemma, her ingenuity was 
employed in laying plans of future eclat 
| and enjoyment — every expedient was mi- 
| nutely canvaſſed, and various projects ſet 
on foot. 


During a long courſe of intrigue, ſhe 
had made ſome uſeful connexions, eſpeci- 
ally with a gang of the moſt notorious 
| pimps. At this juncture, one of theſe 
| came to the dreary manſion, and gave her 
hopes of better ſcenes if ſhe would act a ſpi- 
I rited and a becoming part. For this pur- 
{ poſe he relieved her preſent neceſlities, 
charged her to be dexterous in executing 

E 2 a ſcheme, 


| 1 WV | 
a ſcheme, and doubted not but ſhe would 
ſoon; get up in the world. 


He then repaired to a young man in the 
Temple — aſſured him that he knew of 
a fine girl at a boarding ſchool that was 
determined to elope — and believed that 
he could bring her to his chambers. But, 
ſays the. artful f pimp, a ſuit of men's 
cloaths is abſolutely neceſſary; a ſuit of 
your's. may anſwer the purpoſe. Upon 
this a ſuit of white and ſilver was procured, 
and Miſs ſoon made her appearance at the 
Temple — where ſhe told an artful tale of 
getting over the garden wall, and of the 
many dangers ſhe encountered to effect an 


elopement. 


There 1s no doubt but that a: woman, 
who could paſs for her own ſiſter, even in 
the arms of an accuſtomed: lover, had arts 
ſufficient to impoſe on this new: gallant ; 
and to perſuade how he triumphed: over 
the ſpoils of virtue. Hence, he: fpared no 
expence to adorn. the. injured: fair in pro- 

portion 


* Mr, Mk. t A- d- White. 
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portion to her youth and perſonal charms; 
and proſperity ſeemed likely to be the por- 
tion of her better days. Being totally un- 


acquainted with the irregularities of her 


paſt life, he ſoon expended a large ſum, 
and purchaſed many fantaſtical ſuperflui- 
ties for this paragon of conſcious innocence. 


She now poſſeſſed an unbounded influence 


in this perſon's circumſtances and affecti- 
on, and ſome proſpect of an advantage, 
which ſhe never had before, a certain in- 
dependency. 


Here we muſt remark, that nature has 
not been partial to our heroine's form, and 


time has laid his heavy hand upon her per- 


ſonal accompliſhments. But her powers 
of pleaſing in a certain degree, have been 
well atteſted by many martyrs; and of 
this the numerous ſons of Iſrael can bear 
an ample teſtimony. | 


If her charms could lull ſome modern 


A Nabobs more powerfully than the opiates 


of the Eaſt — if her own pale lips have aſ- 
ſumed a temporary colour, which the new 
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blown roſe might envy, yet they owe this 
appearance to the powers of art. If her 
teeth, which originally ſtood in horizontal 
projection, appear now in white or even 
rows, yet this regularity is entirely owing 
to the file of the dentiſt. If gales, ſoft 
and inviting as the Arabian breeze, iſſue 
from her breath, even thele have been pur- 
chaſed from the Perfumer's Shop. 


Thus nature has not been partial to this 
extraordinary ſyren, who has deſtroyed the 
peace of many families, and has proved 
the ruin of individuals. Her benefactor 
in the Temple narrowly eſcaped a fatal 
cataſtrophe — but having availed herſelf 
of this acquaintance as much as ſhe could, 
ſhe quitted that meridian with perfect in- 
difference, and travelled weſtward in ſearch 
of freſh victims devoted to her ſervice. 
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A IRS of addreſs, gentility and impor- 
tance are diſtinguiſhing features in our he- 
roine's character; and it is allowed to her 
credit, that ſhe is perfectly acquainted with 
| every ſphere of life, and never at a loſs 
bow to behave in company of the peer or 
the porter. Notwithſtanding the texture 
of her delicate feelings, yet ſhe has more 
than once been zouched by very rough and 
unceremonious hands, That hideous mon- 
ſter, called a ſberiff*s officer, has laid his 
dirty paws on our heroine's tender frame, 
Many diſagreeable inſtances of this nature 
have occur'd to her ladyſhip. 


It happened on a time, and what we for- 
got to mention in its proper place, that our 
heroine lodged at a certain houſe, and on 


a preſumption of being a real lady of qua- Z 


E 4 lity. 


11 
tity. The landlady never ſuſpected her 
true character for a time, and till a conſi- 
derable ſum for board and lodging was due 
— when ſhe made bold to aſk her lady- 
ſhip for the whole or part of the debt. 
Our heroine was too well verſed in the ways 
of the world to be diſconcerted at ſo un- 
ſeaſonable a demand; but with great com- 
poſure, airs of conſequence, and eaſy ele- 
gance, replied, that ſhe was ſomewhat ſur- 
prized at the liberty of aſking for ſuch a 
trifle, 


Upon this, ſhe ſummoned her footman, 
ordered him to haſten to my Lord, and 
bring the money due to the landlady, in- 
ſiſting withal that his lordſhip would im- 
mediately ſend his chariot, being deter min- 
ed not to ſleep another night in the houſe 
of a landlady of ſuch indelicate manners 
and narrow principles. 


The footman no doubt, underſtood her 
ladyſhip's meaning, and therefore knew 
how to conduct himſelf on the buſineſs, 


bowed obedience and retired. The land- 
lady, 
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lady, during this plauſible ſcene, remain- 
ed ina ſtate of ſuſpence — fearful ſhe had 
offended her ladyſhip, if ſhe was a real 
lady, and who could- not fail of being a 
defirable lodger on punCtual payment, and 
which then promiſed to be the caſe — the 
good woman made many apologies, plead- 
ed poverty, and hoped her ladyſhip would 
not be affronted at the liberty occaſioned 
by her own neceſſitous circumſtances. 


The footman being now returned, deli- 
vered the following card to his miſtreſs, 
and which her ladyſhip with great conde- 
ſcenſion deſired the landlady to peruſe. 
My dear Lady, I muſt beg ten thouſand 
pardons for not waiting on your ladyſhip 
before, but as I have been detained longer 
in the country than expected, hope you 
will excuſe it. Am this moment going to 
court, and if I can get away in any time, 
will call at the banker's, and bring with 
me treble your ſmall requeſt, If I do not 


come this evening, I muſt beg leave to 


pay my reſpects to you in the morning.“ 
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This well concerted ſcheme ſucceeded, 


The landlady was convinced of her own 


rudeneſs, as well as of her lodger's real 
conſequence and importance — fully ſatis- 
fied that ſhe ſhould receive a conſiderable 
ſum the next morning, the landlady re- 
tired to reſt in good humour. But the 
next day brought neither Lord nor mo- 
ney; and this diſappointment operated 
with redoubled force, awakened the land- 
lady's ſuſpicions more than ever, and ren- 
dered her truly uneaſy. And what alarm- 
ed her moſt, was a diſcovery, that the 
lady and fcotman had been earneſtly em- 
ployed great part of the day in packing 
up their own things, and probably more 
than they well could call their own, 
Having communicated her ſuſpicions to 
a neighbour, he prudently adviſed her to 


have an officer in readineſs in the houſe for 


fear of ſome iniquitous ſcheme or plan of 
deception. The landlady purſued the 
advice, and planted an officer ready for 
execution if matters ſhould turn out as 
there was much room to ſuſpect. About 
midnight, and on a preſumption that the 
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family was faſt aſleep, the footman was 
diſpatched for a chair ; and when her lady- 


ſhip deſcended, a perſon in waiting order- 


ed the chairmen to ſet down their fare, 
and ſeized upon her ladyſhip for further 
ſecurity, 


Her ladyſhip was then uſhered to a place 


by no means calculated for the reception 


of a perſon of delicate feelings; nor ſuit- 
able for the accommodation of a lady en- 
dowed with a ſublimity of ſoul added to a | 
refinement of ſentiment. However, after 
a little confinement ſhe fonnd means to be 
ſet at liberty: but this was not the only 
time that our. heroine has been obliged to 
be complaiſant to ilb-looking myrmidons, 
and to put up with very diſagreeable quar- 
ters. 
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MAD AM, 


Tur pimp who introduced our he- 
roine to the Temple is a moſt extraordi- 
nary character, and perhaps has a more 
extenſive acquaintance with ladies of eaſy 
virtue than any other perſon in the king- 
dom. This merchant * had conſiderable 
buſineſs in his walk, and never deſerted 
his female cuſtomers in any ſituation, af- 
ter he had once experienced their genero- 
fity and affable demeanour. Our heroine 
had the dexterity to recommend herſelf 
to this perſon's notice and favour, ſoon af- 
ter ſhe came upon the town; and he aſ- 
ſumes the merit of rendering eſſential ſer- 
vices, when Mrs. Rudd was but little 
known in the faſhionable world, or at 
places of genteel reſort. 


This truſty friend was firmly attached 


to our heroine's intereſt, whenever deſert- 
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ed by an inconſtant lover, or at a loſs for 
ſome freſh cull; and it is allowed that 
there is no dirty job, but what this de- 
teſtable villain will undertake, in order to 
promote his own intereſt and diabolical 
purpoſes. Conſidering the great number 
of women, married as well as ſingle, whom 
this fellow has ſeduced, it is aſtoniſhing 
how he has ſo long eſcaped that puniſh- 
ment which his infamous profeſſion ſo juſt- 
ly merits. 


It was this artful pimp, this caterer for 
the voluptuous and libertines of the age, 
that brought our heroine to ſeveral doat- 
ing admirers; particularly to a very re- 
ſpectable gentleman at the Weſt end of 
the town, who for a while indulged her in 
every vanity, and permitted her to have 
plenty of rich cloaths and jewels in {his 
name and on his credit. No doubt but 
an artful woman improved ſo glorious an 
opportunity, and made a proper uſe of 
ſuch an enamoured dotard. It ſeems that 
ſhe was peculiarly dexterous in making 
herſelf agreeable to enfeebled lovers; knew 

how 
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how to flatter, fondle and careſs, and to 


exert all the craft of woman. Thus eſta- 
blithed in a ſplendid ſphere, and ſurround- 
ed with affluence, ſhe was very bountiful 
to that benefactor who recommended her 
to ſo munificent a protector. 


The pimp at this gay period, expert- 
enced great civilities and marks of uncom- 
mon generolity ; and the good natur'd 
lady would now and then liſten to a pri- 
vate aſlignation, and condeſcend to ho- 
nour ſome of his favourite cuſtomers with 
a vilit. In this luſtre and under theſe 
circumſtances ſhe lived for ſome time, 
till the detection of an amorous interview 
between our heroine and a certain gallant 
broke off the connexion. This proved a 
fatal diſcovery, an alarming ſtroke to fo 
bountiful a lady — ſhe had now a gloomy 
proſpect, by perceiving all her intereſt loſt 
in ſo good a quarter, Her young lover 
had probably a greater flow of ſpirits, but 


he was deſtitute of thoſe pecuniary conſi- 
derations ſo neceſſary to keep a woman 


above. indigence and diſtreſs; and being 
| reduced 
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reduced to a ſcanty pittance our heroine 
was forced to have recourſe once more to 
her own ingenuity and the chapter of ac- 
cidents. 


However, the faithful pimp would not 


deſert ſo generous a lady, or leave her in 


the day of adverſity : but having planned 
a freſh ſcheme, he placed her for a time 
in a retired ſituation. Notwithſtanding 
the great pains taken by the pimp, and 
the retirement of the place, yet it proved 
an inconvenient ſpot; for the real charac- 
ter of the lady being ſoon diſcovered, ſhe 
was obliged to decamp rather abruptly, 
and old Andrew narrowly GC. with 
whole bones. 


The lady's behaviour, and the fraud 
practiſed on the late cull at the Temple, 
had rouſed the reſentment of ſome lively 
youths, who were determined in their way 
to have ample ſatisfaction on ſuch impu- 
dent impoſtors. Accordingly, they tra- 
verſed the hundreds of Drury and all the 


purlieus of Covent garden in ſearch of 
Andrew 
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Andrew and his boarding-ſchool girl; but 
could by no means meet with the objects 
of their enquiry. At length they ſtumbled 
on the right ſcent, and with full reſolu- 
tion of being amply rewarded for ſo much 
trouble. The pimp and his charge were 
apprized of the ſtorm, and made a preci- 
pitate retreat through the window; elſe 
the one would have danced in the air, and 
the other have an opportunity of im- 
ming tor life. 


LETTER 


_—_ 


* a 


L 207 71 
L 1 T1 HR Rn 


MAD AM, 


O LD Andrew and our heroine were put 
to their ſhifts, had not the courage to ap- 
pear by day, and were forced to concert 
all their meaſures by night. Intervals of 


darkneſs correſponded in fome degree with 


the office of the one, as well as with the 


duty of the other; and having no ſettled 
place of abode, our heroine was under 


a neceſſity of adopting precarious and 
temporary lodgings. The pimp from 
long ſervices and experience had a kind of 
rigbt to call on different cuſtomers, and 
even to diſturb their reſt and repoſe at un- 
ſeaſonable hours. It was his pecuhar ſtudy 
to pleaſe perſons of every complexion ; 
to be ſerviceable to mechanics, merchants, 
or peers — to Jews as well as to Gentiles, 
and to render his province as extenſively 
uſeful as poſſible. — He was no ſtranger 
in his vocation to the amorous ſons of 

| Iſrael 
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Iſrael — who ſometimes expend in one day 
all the profits of the preceding week, 
with ſome artful female : and we have the 
beſt authority to affirm, that Jews have 
laviſhed immenſe ſums of money, as well 
as the richeſt jewels on our heroine, and 
in conſideration of valuable favours, for 
which -no bill of equity could be filed. 


It is a miſtaken notion, that peers and 


members of parliament are the only per- 
ſons who deal in female charms, or pur- 
chaſe innocence in an illicit manner. The 


wealthy citizen has his country ſeat for 
particular purpoſes, and the whole body 


of inferior merchants will imitate the con- 
duct of thoſe who have affluent fortunes 
to ſupport their extravagance. An attach- 
ment to the charms of the fair ſex, is by 
no means confined to thoſe who bear the 
name of Chriſtians — the Muſſulmen and 
all the diſciples of Mahomet, are con- 
feſſedly as fond of women as any people in 
Europe. And it is univerſally acknow- 
ledged, that the ſons of Iſrael] abound in 
riches, which greatly contribute to the 


gratification of unlawful pleaſures, and 
brutal 
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brutal appetites. A child of Iſrael may 
not break the ſabbath, be he ever ſo poor ; 
yet no ſooner does the ſun ſet on Saturday 
evening, but his conſcience will permit 
him to break open an houſe in the city, 
and even commit murder in the environs 
of this metropolis. — If then a poor Iſra- 
elite who cries old clothes through the 
Streets of London, will commit felony, 
and even murder on that day, which the 
laws of this country have appropriated to 
the moſt ſolemn purpoſes — why may not 
the richer ſort with equal propriety ad- 
journ to the polite end of the town, to 
ſpend, with delicate females, part of the 
money which by illicit practices they had 
procured the preceding week in the al- 
ley? 


It is certain that our heroine became ac- 
quainted at this diſtreſsful period with an 
amorous “ Jew, and who will bear an in- 
tereſting part in the enſuing volume. It 
was the aſſ:duity and attention of old An- 

drew 
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drew the pimp that planned this connexion, 
and recommended our heroine to the 


moſt credulous lover that ever deſcended 


from the race of Abraham. This perſon, 
1f report may be credited, is of ſuch an 
amorous diſpoſition, that every woman 
was equally pleaſing to him, provided he 
had never ſeen her before. Variety is his 
darling paſſion; and it will appear in the 
proſecution of this narrative, that our 


heroine has paſſed with him for four dif- 


ferent women. No ſooner was he intro- 
duced to Mrs. Rudd, than he became ex- 
tremely enamoured of her charms, and 
he laid money at her feet like the treaſures 
of Ophir of old. He never thought any 
expence too great, ſo as he could gratify 
his ſenſual appetites and animal paſſion. 
Had our heroine been endowed with com- 
mon prudence, ſhe might have. made a 
good uſe of ſo plentiful an harveſt, and 
improved the golden opportunity to ſume 
purpoſe. But her prodigalities and diſſi- 
pation were boundleſs. A noted houſe in 
Leiceſter Fields for promiſcuous reception, 


gave the firſt zeſt to their amours, and 
laid 
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laid the foundation of that attachment 


which effectually fleeced this amorous 
Iſraelite; and in the long-run rendered 
him an object of poverty and contempt. 


The indulgence of unlawful pleaſures 


or criminal purſuits, is generally attended 


with the moſt fatal and ruinous conſe- 
quences. Daily experience illuſtrates the 
truth of this aſſertion. The turbulence 
of the paſſions will admit of ſome apology 
for the vivacity and irregularities of youth; 
but to ſee an old dotard with one leg in 
the grave, laviſh of money as well as 
prodigal of endearments on a common 
proſtitute, is truly ſhameful and ridicu- 


lous ! as to our heroine, ſhe has no no- 


tion of any life but this. A ſenſe of re- 
ligion and a future ſtate, have never en- 
tered into her creed ; ſhe therefore leads 


a mere animal life, and like the beaſts 


that periſh, will inſenſibly fink into ob- 
ſcurity. 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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